RIVERTON COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #14

Board of Education

Meeting Minutes

December 14, 2009
Regular Meeting
The Regular Meeting of the Riverton Community Unit School District #14 Board of Education was held on Monday, December 14, 2009, at Riverton Elementary School.  President Nonneman called the meeting to order at 6:04m.
Board members present: Kim Baskett, Pam Cuffle, Mike Klebe, Scott McClure, Debbie Moore, Paul Nonneman, Larry Patterson.   Others present:  Tom Mulligan, Nancy Galligan, Stacey Binegar, Fred Lamkey, Chris Koerwitz, Bill Geiger, Bill Lamkey, Mike Gum.  Guests:  Lisa Seymour, Julie Klebe, Sherri Zara, Jill Kaylor, Lisa Willhoit, Erica Trueblood, Shave Kerschaw, Sarah Klebe, Zoey Zara, Kelsey Hindert, Missy Jagodzinski, Mackenzie Moore, Cindy Moore, Blake Livingston, Adam Buck, David Buck, Beth Livingston, Jim Livingston, Jenna Livingston, Ginny Racette, Eric Eaton.
President Nonneman opened the Truth in Taxation Hearing at 6:05pm.  Dr. Mulligan told the group that the Board would be adopting a tax levy at tonight’s meeting.  The floor was opened for questions or comments; as there were none, the hearing was closed at 6:07pm.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MRS. CUFFLE TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES; TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT, THE REVENUE REPORT, AND THE EXPENDITURE REPORT; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MR. MCCLURE, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, YES; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, YES; PATTERSON, YES.   MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. PATTERSON TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS FOR DECEMBER; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MRS. CUFFLE, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, YES; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, YES; PATTERSON, YES.  MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES.
Communications:

Julie Klebe:  Mrs. Klebe thanked Dr. Mulligan and Mr. Lamkey for their help with the madrigal.  She said that the event was very successful.  She also thanked the Board for the opportunity to address them with her concerns.  Mrs. Klebe said that she was directing her concerns to Paul Nonneman, but indicated that his behavior was the cause of her concerns.  Mrs. Klebe presented the Board with a copy of the District’s Mission/Vision/Standards document and said that understanding the importance of this document substantiates her disappointment with Mr. Nonneman.  She asked that the Board “make it right” with regard to President Nonneman’s verbal abuse of Jill Stephanitch at the November Board Meeting.  She added that President Nonneman’s behavior demonstrated a lack of professionalism.  
Sherri Zara:  Mrs. Zara told the Board that she wanted to voice her concern about what happened at the November Board Meeting.  She said that President Nonneman used his position to embarrass and intimidate a teacher.  She commended Ms. Stephanitch for her work with the students.  She praised the district’s fine arts facilities and the choral department.

Paul Nonneman:  President Nonneman asked Dr. Mulligan to write a letter to Mrs. Racette thanking her for her years of service to the community.  He asked that he also write a letter to Ashley Cantrall and Brett Thixton congratulating them for receipt of the DAR and SAR awards, respectively.

Debbie Moore:  Mrs. Moore expressed her concern about President Nonneman’s behavior at the November Board Meeting.  She said that the administration needs to step up and not allow so many issues to be brought to the Board that could be resolved by the administration rather than the Board.
Kim Baskett:  Mrs. Baskett told the group that she was very offended by how President Nonneman addressed Ms. Stephenitch at the November meeting.  She said that his behavior has caused a great deal of drama and stress.  She talked about her lack of confidence in President Nonneman.  She added that there is currently no policy in place to address a Board officer’s unacceptable behavior.  Mrs. Baskett said that she will do her job to the best of her ability and not let personal issues interfere.

Mike Klebe:  Mr. Klebe expressed his concern about the limitation of participation at the November meeting.  He said that in reading the Board Policy Manual and Roberts Rules of Order, he learned that Board members are to be allowed to fully express their opinions and he found no directive of a limitation.  He said that he found that to be offensive to the Board and was an abuse of President Nonneman’s power.  Mr. Klebe stated that he has altered his trust and confidence as a Board member.  Mr. Klebe said that he was appalled by President Nonneman’s conduct in questioning Ms. Stephenitch.  Mr. Klebe defended Ms. Stephanitch as a new, young teacher with relatively limited experience.  He added that she has revitalized the music program at the high school; participation numbers have doubled.  He said that she has gotten students involved who would have never participated before now.  Mr. Klebe asked President Nonneman why he acted in such a manner.  He said that it appeared that President Nonneman came to the meeting with the obvious intent to attach Ms. Stephanitch.  Mr. Klebe said that President Nonneman demonstrated a profound lack of judgment at the November meeting which has damaged the relationship between the school board and staff.
Administrative Team Reports:

Mrs. Binegar:  Report submitted.  
Mr. Lamkey:  Report submitted.  
Mr. Lamkey:  Report submitted.  Mr. Lamkey told the Board that he is working to get dual-grade classes going again; it is in LLCC’s hands right now.  He said there are currently 11 students signed up, and he is hoping to get the ball rolling.  Mr. Lamkey talked about the IT classes and home ec classes with regard to student interest.  Mr. Klebe thanked Mr. Lamkey and Mr. Geiger for their help with the madrigal; he added that it all worked out very well.  With regard to the IT and home ec classes, Mr. Klebe asked if the high school offers a life skills class.  Mr. Lamkey said that currently there are no life skills classes that reach all students.  With regard to changing the grading scale, Mr. Lamkey said it would be difficult to change the grading scale mid-year because of the current software being used, but added that he would talk with our technology people to see if anything can be done.  Mr. Klebe said that he would like to see the change made next semester so that our students are on the same page with regarding to the grading scale as those in other districts.  Dr. Mulligan said it might be a good idea for Mrs. Penk to come and present to the Board on the grading scale, class rank, scholarship applications, etc.  Mr. McClure briefly told Mr. Lamkey about potential classes that he learned about at the IASB’s annual conference.  Mr. Lamkey told the Board that the madrigal dinner went very well; there were no major issues.
Mr. Gum:  Report submitted.  On behalf of Ms. Stephenitch, Mr. Gum thanked Mr. Geiger and his staff for their help with regard to the madrigal dinner.  Mr. Gum provided an overview to the Board on a software approach for math for students who are at-risk; he explained how the program works by allowing students to progress at their own speed.  He said that there appears to be grant money available; Mr. Gum told the Board that he will be looking into that.  Dr. Mulligan said that review of the current math program will begin in January. 
Mr. Wagahoff:  Report submitted.  Mr. Wagahoff told the Board that there are currently about 40 K-8 students involved in the wrestling program; there are seven students at the high school level.  Mr. Patterson commended Wendy Koehler on the pom squad; he said that Riverton should be proud.  He also commended Chris Bertolino for his work with the basketball program.
Mr. Koerwitz:  Report submitted.  
Mr. Geiger:  Report submitted.  Mrs. Cuffle talked about the need for a light to be installed in the handicap parking area at the high school; Mr. Geiger said that he will look into this as it is a safety issue.  A concern was expressed about temperature inconsistencies at the high school.  Mr. Geiger told the Board that he is working on this issue and had someone at the high school today addressing that concern.    He added that until we do something with the mechanical system these inconsistencies will continue to be a problem.  He said that we could possibly address this issue in the spring through the QZAB bonds.  He added that the problem stems from the length of the duct work and the challenge it presents with regard to air flow volume.   
Dr. Mulligan:  Report submitted.  Dr. Mulligan told the Board that he received an e-mail on Obama’s plan for education.  He said that Illinois will be applying for incentive money; in order for a district to receive funding, there are several steps to go through including agreeing to specific rules and regulations; the deadline for the local Board to agree to those rules and regulations is January, so this will have to be investigated further.  Dr. Mulligan said that it appears as though there are a lot of strings attached to this money and it looks like it also impacts the teacher evaluation process.  Dr. Mulligan provided the Board with a potential withdrawal agreement between SASED and the Ball-Chatham School District and said that we (SASED) are close to an agreement for their withdrawal.  Dr. Mulligan pointed out specific concerns with the agreement.  Nancy Galligan provided a brief overview of the progress with the lunch program this school year; she said feedback on lunches, etc., is welcomed! 
Business:
Dr. Mulligan told the Board that excluding the Bond and Interest Fund, Riverton has the lowest tax rate in Sangamon County.  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. PATTERSON TO APPROVE THE FY 10 TAX LEVY AS PRESENTED; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MR. MCCLURE, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, YES; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, YES; PATTERSON, YES.  MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES.

With regard to the 2011-2012 calendar, some concern was expressed about possibly shortening the winter intersession.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MCCLURE TO APPROVE THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL CALENDAR; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MRS. CUFFLE, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, NO; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, YES; PATTERSON, YES.  MOTION CARRIED WITH 6 AYES AND 1 NO.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MRS. BASKET TO APPROVE A BOARD SELF-EVALUATION PROCESS THROUGH THE ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MRS. MOORE, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, YES; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, YES; PATTERSON, YES.  MOTION CARRIED WITH 7 AYES.

Discussion took place with regard to the Board Officer’s Policy.  A question was asked about establishing rules of conduct that would be signed off on by Board members.  Specifically there was concern about a need for recourse to removing a Board Officer who has acted inappropriately.  Dr. Mulligan said that with the help of the district’s attorney, a policy could possibly be developed to address this concern; he will invite Chris Miller to come to the January Board Meeting to further discuss this issue.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MRS. CUFFLE TO APPROVE A CHANGE IN THE BOARD OFFICER’S POLICY REVISING A TWO-YEAR TERM TO A ONE-YEAR TERM WITH COMMENCEMENT FOLLOWING THE 2011 SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MR. KLEBE, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, YES; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, NO; PATTERSON, NO.  MOTION CARRIED WITH 5 AYES AND 2 NOS.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. MCCLURE TO MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING THE APPOINTMENT, EMPLOYMENT, COMPENSATION, DISCIPLINE, PERFORMANCE, OR DISMISSAL OF SPECIFIC EMPLOYEES; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MR. PATTERSON, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, YES; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, YES; PATTERSON, YES.  MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES, AND THE MEETING MOVED INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 8:51PM.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR MCCLURE TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION; MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MRS. CUFFFLE, AND ON A VOICE VOTE, THE MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES, AND THE MEETING MOVED BACK INTO OPEN SESSION.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. PATTERSON TO APPROVE THE PERSONNEL REPORT (WHICH INCLUDED THE EMPLOYMENT OF ASHLEY PALLANTE AS A KINDERGARTEN TEACHER AND STEVE HINDERT AS THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER); MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MRS. CUFFLE, AND ON A ROLL CALL VOTE: BASKETT, YES; CUFFLE, YES; KLEBE, YES; MCCLURE, YES; MOORE, YES; NONNEMAN, YES; PATTERSON, YES.  MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES.

Announcements and Discussion:
Dr. Mulligan reminded Board members of the District’s Christmas Party.
Adjournment:
A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY MR. MCCLURE; ON A VOICE VOTE, THE MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL AYES, AND THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:43PM
_________________________________________________

Board President

_________________________________________________

Board Secretary
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