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Riverton High School

Course Description Handbook

2011-2012
Philosophy

We believe that the primary purpose of our educational program is to provide students with varied experiences so they may obtain the fundamentals of education and learn to recognize the responsibilities and importance of American citizenship.  The Board of Education is committed to a policy of providing the best possible education for each and every student in Riverton Community Unit District #14.  The fundamental goal underlying all decisions made by the Board of Education is to do what is best for students.  The Board also recognizes its duty to carry out the wishes of the community.  Students in our district shall receive experiences in the fundamentals of reading, written expression, use of numbers, oral expression, co-operative living, healthful living, decision making, problem solving, wholesome recreation and values clarification.

We are attempting to do this by:  providing activities which help students adapt to a world of change; establishing individual standards of accomplishment; planning school work responsive to the needs and interests of the students; encouraging a positive attitude towards any learning situation; respecting personal differences in the school program and recognizing that the school must constantly evaluate and update all aspects of its educational program.

The Board believes that its goals and objectives can only be achieved through the combined efforts of the Board, administration, faculty, staff and the public.

Mission Statement

“The Riverton High School community will work together to focus on constant improvement in order to provide students with the tools they need to be successful both now and in the future”
Policy for Student Schedules, Course Loads and Credits

I. Credits needed for graduation

A. All required classes and a total of 22 credits

B. The maximum night school credits and correspondence school credits that can be applied toward graduation will be 2.

C. Generally, required courses must be taken at Riverton High School before they can be taken at summer school, night school, or correspondence school (transfer credit from other high schools not included).  Exceptions will be determined on an individual basis.

D. Graduation ceremony policy – only those students who have met all of the requirements of the high school may participate in the graduation ceremonies, with the exception of foreign exchange students.  Seniors who have one credit or less to complete after the end of their senior year will have their picture appear in the senior class composite picture.

II.
Courses and credits needed for graduation
A.
Language Arts
 4 credits 


Speech
½ credit


Science
2 credits

Mathematics………………………..3 credits 


U.S. History
1 credit


Government
½ credit


Social Science Elective……….…… ½ credit


Consumer Ed/Economics
½ credit


Junior Seminar……………………
½ credit

Health
    ½ credit


Foreign Language, Fine Arts, or 


Humanities
1 credit


Technology
……………....½ credit   

PE ………………………………….. (see B) 

B. Each student must take and pass P.E. each semester while attending Riverton High School, unless the student has a medical excuse from a doctor or receives a state waiver.  Medical excuses for P.E. must be submitted each year to the counselor.


C.
Each student must pass a test on the Federal and Illinois Constitution and Flag code.

E. All transfer students must meet the above requirements in order to graduate from Riverton High School.

III.     Minimum and maximum academic course load
A. All students must take a minimum of six courses each semester (one of which will be P.E.)

B. Students who wish to take additional course work beyond six courses should consult with their counselor.
IV.
Assignment of credit
A. All courses offered at Riverton High School will be worth ½ credit for successful completion of each semester.

B. Exceptions

1. CACC will be 1½ credits for semester

2. Driver Ed. will be ¼ credit

3. Driver Ed. BTW will be no credit

4. Executive Internship will be 1½ credits per semester

V. Mid-semester transfer student credits

A.       Transfer credits will be changed to reflect District #14 Policy.
VI. Add/drop policy
A. Students may drop an elective semester course in the fall or spring with written parental permission up to the 5th day of class.  In the spring, the full year course may be dropped if the student failed the course for the first semester.

B. Students must have a valid reason to drop a class.  If the reason is deemed valid the student must have the written permission of the parent/guardian.  The following reasons are NOT considered adequate for dropping courses:

1. Student finds course harder than expected, though he or she is      capable of passing.

2. Course required more work (or time) than the student wants to give.

3. Remaining in the class would probably lower GPA or class rank.

4. Student has lost interest in the subject matter.

5. Student does not get along well with the teacher.

6. Student wants to be in classes with friends.

7. A change in the teacher for the course occurs.

C. A teacher’s request for student course level change will be considered by the Guidance Department at any time.
VII.
Registration
After registration handbooks are presented to the students, the students are expected to investigate courses they would like to enroll in for the following year.  Students with questions should consult with the teachers of the courses in question.  Students will have sufficient time to meet with their counselor to also get questions answered and suggestions made.  Students should also consult with their parents on their course selection.  After the registration has been completed, changes will only be made for exceptional reasons.
VIII. Failed Courses
Students who fail a course will be given low priority for enrolling in that class again, even if the class is a required course.  If you should fail a course, you should try to make it up in summer school, night school, or correspondence school.
Registration Booklet

Information
Included in this booklet are brief descriptions of all courses available at Riverton High School.  The descriptions have been prepared by the teaching staff to acquaint each student with the general objectives, content and special requirements of the courses.  From this list of courses, we hope each student will select the courses, which will best meet his/her needs for the next year.  When reading the course descriptions, please remember the following:

1. The courses required for graduation will be listed as such.

2. If a course is described as limited to juniors and seniors, under no circumstances will anyone other than juniors and seniors be registered for that course.

3. If a course is described as recommended for seniors, they will have priority in registering for that class.   However, if there is additional room in the class, other students may be enrolled.

NOTE:
   Just because you register for a course does not always mean you will be enrolled in that course.  Once the schedule of classes is finalized, you may discover that two courses you registered for are both taught the same hour.  Obviously you have a conflict and must drop one of those courses and choose another.  We use a computer to schedule classes so that the number of students with conflicts will be kept at a minimum.  Conflicts, however, are certain to arise, so be sure to pick alternative courses and put them on your worksheet.  During the summer, if we discover a conflict in your schedule, we will be able to substitute your first alternate course for one of your courses in conflict without having to contact you personally.

Another reason you may not get the course of your choice is the possibility of dropping a course as the result of low enrollment.  In this situation we will sign you up for your first alternate course.  Obviously, you should give just as much thought to your alternate courses as you do to your first choice courses.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

READING STRATEGIES





1 Credit
This course’s objectives are to boost students’ abilities to focus and comprehend grade level and upper level fiction and nonfiction texts using reading strategies, to introduce students to critical analysis and evaluation, and to accelerate students’ reading rate.  The class consists of both shared reading lessons and independent practice with self-selected texts at students’ individual reading levels.    


REQUIRED

Course Length:
One year
ENGLISH I







1 Credit

English I consists primarily of the study of writing (nonfiction and fiction), grammar and usage.  Students will engage in writing, evaluation, and revision of narrative, persuasive, persuasive-argumentative, “real world,” and creative writing.  They will also research a topic and compose a paper based on their findings.  In addition, students will enhance their verbal communication abilities through oral presentations.  


REQUIRED


Course Length:
One year

ENGLISH I – Honors  (weighted)




1 Credit
This is a more in-depth and accelerated version on the English I class.  Students in this class will have the same objectives as English I students but will work more independently, will have more work to complete outside of class, and will be asked to perform more complex tasks.  Students who take this class should be proficient to excellent in the areas of focus, organization, support, and mechanics and should be reading at grade level or above.  In addition to writing requirements, students will explore different aspects of literature through whole group text and literature circle units.

REQUIRED


Course Length:
One year

ENGLISH II                                                                           
1 Credit 
English II brings together the study of reading and writing and adds literature, including texts such as the legends of King Arthur, a Shakespearean play, and poetry.  Students will also increase their skills in the areas of research, oral presentation, collaboration, and reading.”
 
            REQUIRED
            PREREQUISITE:              English I
            Course Length:                   One year
 
ENGLISH II – Honors  (weighted)                                                      1 Credit
This course has similar objectives to that of the regular English II course, but will be taught at a more advanced level, requiring more independent work, critical thinking, and more work outside of class.  Literary texts used in this course include Lord of the Flies, The Iliad, and a Shakespearean play.  Students who take this course should be strong writers and should be “at or above grade level” readers.
 
            REQUIRED
            PREREQUISITE:              English I or English I Honors 
            Course Length:                   One year

ENGLISH III







1 Credit

This course shifts focus more toward literature analysis, examining a wide variety of novels, plays, short stories, and poetry.  Student will write a research paper and will write to communicate understanding of and analysis of the literature.  Time will also be spent in preparation for the spring PSAE test, which is made up of the ACT and Work Keys.  More emphasis will be put on the study of American literature: its periods, authors, and messages.  


REQUIRED


PREREQUISITE:
English II


Course Length:
One year

ENGLISH III- Honors (weighted)




1 Credit

The curriculum for English III Honors is similar to English III, though more weight is put on critical thinking and college prep.  Students in English III Honors will learn the same skills and principles as those in English III, but will be asked to complete more challenging tasks at a faster pace.  More emphasis will be put on the study of American literature: its periods, authors, and messages.  


REQUIRED


PREREQUISITE:
English II or English II Honors


Course Length:
One year

ENGLISH IV – Honors (weighted)




1 Credit
English IV Honors is a course designed to improve student effectiveness in both written and oral interpretation of English and classical literature.  The contents of the course is divided between English literature (Beowulf to Modern English literature) and composition (descriptive and expository themes) in order to familiarize the student with college rhetoric requirements.  A term paper is required.


REQUIRED


PREREQUISITE:
English III or English III Honors


Course Length:
One year


Limited to:
Seniors

DRAMA








½ Credit

Students will study and practice acting techniques, script analysis and character analysis.  They will perform scenes in solo, duet, and group situations.


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One semester


Limited to:
Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors

SPEECH








½ Credit

Many types of oral communication will be examined throughout the semester.  Students will present group discussions as well as individual speeches.


REQUIRED FOR SENIORS


Course Length:
One Semester

ADVANCED COMPOSITION




½ Credit

Advanced Composition is a course for seniors who are preparing for college and need to refine their writing skills.  The course will emphasize grammar and composition writing and revision strategies.  A major research paper will be required.


REQUIRED 


PREREQUISITE:
English I, II, & III


Course Length:
One Semester

NOVELS








½ Credit

This class will be very student-centered and differentiated in that students will get to choose, with instructor’s guidance, the works that they will read for themselves.  As in a regular English class, there will activities, discussion, essays, and projects, some individual and some group-based.  The focus though will be to motivate students through giving them choice.

PREREQUISITE:  
English I
Course Length:
One Semester

MODERN SHAKESPEARE ADAPTATIONS: FROM THE STAGE TO THE SCREEM  






½ Credit

The focus of this class will be to examine how Shakespeare’s plays have been adapted by our contemporary society into movies.  We will begin by reading two plays, Taming of the Shrew, Othello, and then watching the corresponding adaptations, Ten Things I Hate About You and O, examining the choices those movie writers and directors made in their adaptations.   Then, as a class, we will read and adapt Much Ado About Nothing.  Once students have become familiar with the interpreting and adapting process, they will divide into groups by choice of plays and read and adapt another of Shakespeare’s works.  This culminating project will result in a theatre presentation to be performed for the class, followed by a discussion of choices made.    

What students will get out of this is a greater knowledge and understanding of Shakespeare’s language and, more importantly, the universality of his messages.  In addition, they will get the experience of interpreting and making adaptation choices themselves as well as applying them to a performance.

PREREQUISITE:  
Students must be enrolled in or must have completed English II and earned at least a C.

Course Length:
One Semester

Limited to:

Juniors and Seniors

INTRODUCTION TO FILM





½ Credit

Objectives: Class learn and understand terminology related to movies and the pre and post production of movies including cinematography, set and art design, story boarding, costuming and various camera techniques and filming sequences.  Class will also do case study work on a variety of films and directors.  Some of these include Peter Jackson, Stanley Kubrick, Alfred Hitchcock and George Lucas.  Films viewed in class include Casablanca, Vertigo, The Lord of the Rings, The Fellowship of the Rings, and Star Wars.  There is a mid-term project and presentation dealing with biographical work of an actor/actress of the students’ choice and a final exam which the student will present a segment of a film to the class explaining and applying various terms learned throughout the course.

ELECTIVE

PREREQUISITE
Students must have earned at least a C in their previous English course.

Course Length:
One Semester

Limited to:

Juniors and Seniors

WORLD LITERATURE





½ Credit

In this course, students will read and interpret a variety of texts from other countries and cultures.  The texts will cover a range of cultural views, issues, and identities that are uncovered in other literature courses, which will result in discussion and examination of an individual’s role within a larger culture.  Issues of minority cultures within larger cultures will also be addressed.  The course will include writings by authors from the Americas, Asia-Pacific, and Middle East, as well as Africa, Europe, and South Asia.

ELECTIVE

PREREQUISITE:  English I

Course Length: One Semester

CREATIVE WRITING






½ Credit
The emphasis of this elective course will be on prewriting, writing, and revising in genres such as poetry, short stories, and scripts.  The course will consist of a lot of writing, some reading in order to get ideas for topics as well to pick up writing techniques to apply, whole group discussion, peer critique, revision, and perhaps even publication.  Students should be prepared to write every day and must be willing to accept peer and teacher feedback in order to improve their writing.  
ELECTIVE

PREREQUISITE:  English I

Course Length: One Semester

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

INTEGRATED LAB SCIENCE (ILS) – Lab Course 
          1 Credit

ILS is a course that covers a semester of physical science topics and a semester of biology topics.  Students begin the year learning about the laws of motion and more to introductory chemistry concepts.  Second semester students are introduced to microscopes and cells.  From there, students begin learning about the human body systems.


REQUIRED FOR FRESHMEN

INTEGRATED LAB SCIENCE HONORS (ILS) – Lab Course    1 credit ILS is a course that covers a semester of physical science topics and a semester of biology topics. Students begin the year learning about the laws of motion and move to introductory chemistry concepts. Second semester students are introduced to microscopes and cells. From there, students begin learning about the human body systems.  In addition to this, students in the Honors section will be studying and practicing the steps of the scientific method.  

Students will also be reading scientific journals and looking at current issues in the media that affect what is being studied.  


REQUIRED FOR FRESHMEN

PREREQUISITE:
Recommendation of Teacher

Course Length:
One year

BIOLOGY – Lab Course






1 credit

Biology is designed to achieve a broad understanding of the science of life.  The topics covered will be: ecology, cells, plants, and animals.  The class will be considered college preparatory.  It is suggested for students pursuing a career in medicine or other science related fields.


REQUIRED FOR SOPHOMORES


PREREQUISITE:
Integrated Lab Science


Course Length:
One year

BIOLOGY HONORS – Lab Course




1 Credit

The goal of this course is to give students a better understanding of the structure and function of living things within the natural world.  In this course, we will use a variety of lectures, discussions, readings, laboratory activities, and dissections to help us better understand these processes.  In addition to this, students enrolled in the Honors section of Biology will be studying the techniques and procedures used to collect and conduct scientific research in professional laboratories and field research.  Students will be reading scientific journals and conducting research projects to better familiarize themselves with these practices.


REQUIRED FOR SOPHOMORES


PREREQUISITE:
Integrated Lab Science


Course Length:
One year

CHEMISTRY I – Lab Course 





1 Credit

Chemistry I covers the traditional units of chemistry by connecting student knowledge of water, resources, petroleum, and food to chemistry terms and concepts.  The class is designed to meet the needs of the college bound student and satisfy one of the three years of lab science required for enrollment in a state university.  There is some math involved.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
ILS

Course Length:
One year

CHEMISTRY HONORS – Lab Course 



1 Credit
Chemistry is a laboratory course designed to meet the basic entrance requirement for technical schools, nursing schools, and those planning on a science major.  The class includes a broad scope of the chemical theory mixed with laboratory experiences.   Theoretical and practical chemistry are studied in detail.  A strong math background is important.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Algebra and Integrated Lab Science 


Course Length:
One year

CHEMISTRY AP – Lab Course (weighted course)


1 Credit

This course is designed to integrate rudimentary chemical concepts with a formal collegiate curriculum.  This class will have the goal of Advanced Placement for its students, so they may enter college with a solid understanding of all first-year chemistry concepts.  The material covered will range from the basic laboratory concepts of molarity, titration and equilibrium to the advanced lecture topics of organic and inorganic chemistry.  


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Chemistry Honors and Algebra II

PHYSICS – Lab Course (weighted course)



1 Credit

Physics is a course designed to cover the topics of vectors, velocity, acceleration, dynamics, kinematics, force, gravity, energy, waves, optics, sound, thermodynamics, electricity, and astronomy.  Physics is an applied math/science class recommended as a college preparatory course for science/engineering majors.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Chemistry and Algebra II

It is recommended that precalculus be competed or scheduled concurrently


Course Length:
One year

ZOOLOGY  Lab Course (weighted course)



1 Credit

Zoology is the study of the kingdoms of life that include the most simple one-celled organisms to the most complex vertebrates. Topics include classification, anatomy, physiology and evolution of vertebrate & invertebrate animals.  Ecological perspectives that develop an understanding of how animals relate to their environment are also explored.  Lab work includes the study of microscopic organisms and dissection of invertebrate and vertebrate animals. 


ELECIVE


PREREQUISITE:
“B-“ or higher in Biology

Course Length:
One year

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY  Lab Course (weighted course)
   1 Credit

Anatomy & Physiology is the study of structure and function of the human body.  A comprehensive study of the organization and hierarchy of the human body precedes a detailed exploration of the systems of the body.



ELECIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Minimum grade of a “B-“ in Biology and



Has taken/currently taking Chemistry Honors


Course Length:
One year

LIFE IN THE ENVIRONMENT  Lab Course 


1 Credit
(weighted and dual credit through LLCC – BIO 104 4 credits) 

This is an introductory course in ecological and environmental concepts. The composition, function and balances of natural ecosystems are studied initially. Current environmental issues are emphasized and addressed by identifying possible solutions and courses of action. 


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Minimum grade of a “B-“ in Biology and



Has taken/currently taking Chemistry Honors

Course Length:
One semester



MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

* Three years of math are required for graduation.  The sequence of math courses that a student enrolls in is based on individual skill in mathematics.

ALGEBRA I 


1 Credit

Algebra I begins by studying the characteristics of the various subsets of the real numbers (rationals, irrationals, integers, etc.).  The class then progresses to studying the following topics:  operations with signed numbers, exponents, solving linear equations and inequalities, performing operations with polynomials, solving systems of linear equations, and graphing linear sentences in two variables.  Throughout this course, the emphasis is placed on studying Algebra I as a prelude to future high school and college mathematics study.


PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of 8th grade math


Course Length:  One year

ALGEBRA FOUNDATIONS

1  Elective Credit

Placement into this course is not optional and will be determined by teacher recommendation and test scores.  Students will have the opportunity to proficiency out of the course at the end of the first semester.  The class is designed to supplement Algebra I by supporting students in organization skills, homework completion, understanding of new concepts, and reviewing older concepts and basic skills.  
PREREQUISITE:  Placement based on teacher recommendation and MAP, Explore, and ISAT scores


Course Length:  One year

APPLIED GEOMETRY


1 Credit

Applied Geometry begins with a survey of geometry by introducing concepts such as parallelism, perpendicularity, congruence, and similarity.  The course then continues by studying the following topics in more detail: line segments, angles, congruent triangles, parallel lines, parallelograms, and right triangles.  This course covers both plane and solid geometry.  Applied Geometry follows the same basic curriculum as the Geometry course with less emphasis on formal proofs.  Throughout this course, the emphasis is placed on applications of geometry along with studying geometry as a prelude to future high school and college mathematics study.  


PREREQUISITE:  Algebra I.  Placement in Applied Geometry is based on Explore, PLAN, and MAP test scores along with teacher recommendation.


Course Length:  One year

GEOMETRY



1 Credit

Geometry begins with a survey of geometry by introducing concepts such as parallelism, perpendicularity, congruence, and similarity.  The course then continues by studying the following topics in more detail: line segments, angles, congruent triangles, parallel lines, parallelograms, and right triangles.  This course covers both plane and solid geometry, with more emphasis placed on the former.  Geometry is a course where the student is taught how to do formal geometric proofs.  The ability to do proofs is fundamental to all higher mathematics courses.  Throughout this course, the emphasis is placed on studying geometry as a prelude to future high school and college mathematics study.


PREREQUISITE:  Algebra I.  Freshman may be placed in Geometry based on placement exams and teacher recommendation if they have successfully completed Algebra I in the eighth grade and plan to take Calculus as seniors.


Course Length:  One year

GEOMETRY FOUNDATIONS

1 Elective Credit
Placement into this course is not optional and will be determined by teacher recommendation and test scores.  Students will have the opportunity to proficiency out of the course at the end of the first semester.  The class is designed to supplement Geometry by supporting students in organization skills, homework completion, understanding of new concepts, and reviewing older concepts and basic skills.
PREREQUISITE:  Placement based on teacher recommendation and Explore, PLAN, and MAP scores


Course Length:  One year

APPLIED ALGEBRA II 


1 Credit

Applied Algebra II is a continuation of Algebra I.  During the first semester, a review of all the material presented in Algebra I is done, although the material is expanded and more difficult applications are studied.  During the second semester more difficult topics such as functional notation, graphing quadratic equations by several methods, solving radical equations, complex (imaginary) numbers, using common logarithms, and (if time permits) arithmetic and geometric sequences and series are studied.  Applied Algebra II follows the same basic curriculum as the Algebra II course, but at a slower pace with less material covered.  The students should have access to a graphing calculator.  The preferred model is TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus.


PREREQUISITE:  Applied Geometry.  Placement in Applied Algebra II is based on PLAN, Practice ACT, and MAP test scores along with teacher recommendation.


Course Length:  One year

ALGEBRA II 



1 Credit

Algebra II is a continuation of Algebra I.  During the first semester, a review of all the material presented in Algebra I is done, although the material is expanded and more difficult applications are studied.  During the second semester more difficult topics such as functional notation, graphing quadratic equations by several methods, solving radical equations, complex numbers, using common logarithms, and (if time permits) arithmetic and geometric sequences and series are studied.  Throughout this course, the emphasis is placed on studying Algebra II as a prelude to future high school and college mathematics study.  Algebra II Honors continues at a faster pace.  The students must have access to a graphing calculator.  The preferred model is TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus.


PREREQUISITE:  A student must pass both 1st and 2nd semesters of Geometry.


Course Length:  One year

ALGEBRA II FOUNDATIONS

1 Elective Credit
Placement into this course is not optional and will be determined by teacher recommendation and test scores.  Students will have the opportunity to proficiency out of the course at the end of the first semester.  The class is designed to supplement Algebra II by supporting students in organization skills, homework completion, understanding of new concepts, and reviewing older concepts and basic skills.  
PREREQUISITE:  Placement based on PLAN, Practice ACT, and MAP scores along with the recommendation of the teacher.


Course Length:  One year

ALGEBRA II HONORS (weighted course)

1 Credit

Algebra II Honors is designed as an honors course for those students who enjoy challenges and commitment to hard work.  The class will use the same text as the other Algebra II class, but will move at a faster pace and will cover additional and more demanding material.

PREREQUISITE:  Algebra and Geometry mastery with a B+ average.  Placement into Algebra II Honors is based on PLAN, Practice ACT, and MAP scores along with the recommendation of the teacher.


Course Length:  One year

PRE-CALCULUS (weighted course)

1 Credit

Pre-Calculus, as the name implies, is designed to prepare the student to study calculus. The course content can be broken into three categories:  algebra topics, analytic geometry 

topics, and trigonometry topics.  Some of the algebra topics studied are a review of topics 

learned in the previous algebra course (absolute value, coordinate plane, functional rotation, inverse functions, exponential, and logarithmic functions); others are new to the student (sequences, the Binomial Theorem).  The analytic geometry topics include graphing the line, circle, ellipse, hyperbola, and parabola.  The trigonometry topics include right triangle functions, the wrapping function, laws of sines and cosines, trigonometric identities and equations, inverse trigonometric functions and radian measure.  About 50% of the course year is spent studying the trigonometric topics.  The students must have access to a graphing calculator.  The preferred model is TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus.

PREREQUISITE:  Algebra II with a C or higher, or teacher recommendation

Course Length:  One year

CALCULUS (weighted course)

1 Credit

Calculus is the in-depth study of limits, derivatives, and anitderivatives.  This Calculus class is an AP class.  It is strongly recommended that class members take the Calculus AP exam so that they can receive college credit for one semester of college Calculus.  The AP exam cost is about $90.00 and must be paid by the student or their guardian.  The student must have access to a graphing calculator.  The preferred model is TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus.

PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of Pre-Calculus – a B- or higher is recommended

Course Length:  One year

STATISTICS
1 Credit




1 Credit
Elementary Statistics is a course designed to give students an introduction to statistics concepts they will likely see in future study.  Because most college students have to take some kind of statistics class, they will be introduced to concepts that will be a solid foundation for that study.    Statistics is the science of conducting studies to collect, organize, summarize, analyze, and draw conclusions from data.  Data sets will relate to a variety of fields, from business and sports to entertainment and political science.  We will study at a lighter pace than a college class in order to form a solid foundation.  Students will work individually as well as with their classmates, and both written and verbal communication will be emphasized.  Students will also become familiar with the use of graphing calculators and spreadsheets to aid in their study of statistics.  
PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of Algebra II or Applied Algebra II.

Course Length:  One year

SPANISH DEPARTMENT

INTRODUCTION TO FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

1 Credit
Introduction to Foreign Language and Culture, Spanish and French 

For students who are interested in exploring Spanish and French.  The class will be divided into 1 quarter of Spanish and 1 quarter of French.  Basic language will be introduced including greetings, personal information, school information, and talking about families.  An emphasis will be placed on geography, history, and current events of the countries that speak these two languages.  


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One year
SPANISH I






1 Credit

Students will be immersed in the language beginning day one.  All language will be taught through music, story telling, reading and writing.  Grammar concepts are discussed.  Culture and history of Spanish speaking countries is also included throughout the year. Students will be evaluated on their language production both written and spoken.


ELECTIVE/REQUIREMENT – Meets requirement for Foreign Lang/Fine Arts


Course Length:
One year

SPANISH II





1 Credit

This course is a continuation of Spanish 2 with more advanced language concepts.  Only students successfully completing Spanish 1 (grade C or better) should pursue the second year as the knowledge from Spanish 1 will be heavily relied upon during the second year.  The structure of the class will be the same, music, story telling, reading, and writing. History and Culture of Spanish speaking countries is continued.  Evaluations on language production both written and spoken will be a higher percent of the overall class.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Spanish I


Course Length:
One year

SPANISH III (weighted course)



1 Credit

Spanish III is a continuation of Spanish II. There is more emphasis on reading, speaking

and writing the Spanish language. In Spanish III the student reaches a level at which he

or she begins to study the nuances of the language and a heavier emphasis on accuracy with grammar is implemented. There is a continuation of storytelling that heavily relies upon the first 2 years of Spanish.  Therefore only students successfully completing (C or better) Spanish II are encouraged to register.  Students enrolled in Spanish III are expected to use the language exclusively.  Evaluations on language production, both written and spoken, will be a primary source of overall grade. 


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Spanish II


Course Length:
One year

SPANISH IV (weighted course)



1 Credit

Offered based on enrollment of 5 or more students, students will continue to read and

write in the target language. An emphasis will be on the spoken language. Students need

to understand that they will be graded on oral communication. We will continue to read stories and leveled novels for language acquisition. Accuracy in the language is going to be a higher percent of the grade in both forms of language production.  Therefore students are encouraged to enroll only with successfully completing (grade C or better) Spanish III.

ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Spanish III


Course Length:
One year

BUSINESS/TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS



½ Credit

This course is designed to give the student the opportunity to use microcomputer applications software including word processing, databases, spreadsheets, graphing and multimedia.  This course will also have an internet component.  These students will be able to master these applications for college and personal use.  The following software will be used:
Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Access, Microsoft PowerPoint.  


This course is articulated with LLCC for college proficiency credit.


Course Length:
One semester

WEB DESIGN







½ Credit
This course is designed to give the students the opportunity to develop web pages using HTML code and Microsoft Front Page.  The first quarter will be spent using primarily HTML code to write pages.  The second quarter is used primarily familiarizing students with web design concepts and Front Page features.  

ELECTIVE

Course Length:
One semester

Prerequisite:

Computer Applications 

DESKTOP PUBLISHING





½ Credit
This course is designed to give the students the opportunity to create professional looking publications using Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, and Adobe Photoshop.  Students will be responsible for creating brochures, business cards, flyer, certificates, coupons and more.  

ELECTIVE

Course Length:
One semester

Prerequisite:

Computer Applications 

CONSUMER EDUCATION



½ Credit

This course satisfies the State requirement for consumer education.  The following areas will be studied.  Preparing a budget, comparison of prices, understanding the role of the consumer in agriculture, business, labor unions and government.  These areas will hopefully help the student understand the goals of a mixed free enterprise system.


REQUIRED


Course Length:
One semester
YEARBOOK






1 Credit

Yearbook is a challenging course in which students have the unique opportunity to write a book, prepare a publication for printing, run a business, and record history.  The course is designed to provide students the opportunity to work with technology, strengthen their analytical and problem-solving skills, improve their communication skills, and manage tremendous responsibility.

Students will use PC computers and Jostens software for designing and producing the yearbook.  Yearbook students practice the fundamentals of journalistic writing, photojournalism, graphic design and budget management.  Students will also develop their abilities to work as a team as they produce the yearbook.


ELECTIVE


RECOMMENDED FOR SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS AND SENIORS
Course Length:
One year

Prerequisite:

Recommendation of English Teacher
SOCIAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT

WORLD HISTORY




   1 or ½ Credit

This course will combine the instruction of geographic concepts and skills with a description of major culture regions of the world.  Focus will also be placed on the development of world cultures, stressing the factual as well as the cultural contributions of some of the world’s most important nations.  It will take the student from man’s earliest experiences up to the modern period.  Many methods will be used in the instruction process with class participation being emphasized.


ELECTIVE

Course Length:
One semester
AMERICAN HISTORY




1 Credit

This is a required course for all students.  Usually taken during the Junior year, it covers the whole of our country’s development emphasizing our political, economic, and social ideas, events and persons.  Early American History is surveyed over 4 weeks.  construction to the present is the emphasis.  Methods used include individual study, lectures, visual aids, class discussions, simulation games, projects, and presentations.


REQUIRED:
For all Juniors


Course Length:
One year

AP AMERICAN HISTORY (weighted Course) 


1 Credit

This course will cover the events of American history with more emphasis on classroom participation and outside research projects.  Grading and testing in this subject will involve essays and research projects more than traditional objective testing methods.  Included in this course will be a journal project as well as an organized debate.  Group and individual presentations using computer software will be required.  This course is intended to further prepare the serious student for the type of course requirements they will encounter at the college level and for the AP exam.


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One year


Additional Cost:
$15 fee for a weekly publication to be used in this course

GOVERNMENT





½ Credit

Government is a course for seniors.  The focus of the course is on national government. However, valuable insights on local and state government, as well as politics in general, are included.  It deviates somewhat from the traditional government course in that it incorporates numerous material from modern political science, and includes concepts from sociology and anthropology.  Students should develop critical thinking and inquiry skills by using social science techniques to gather, classify and interpret information.  Emphasis is also placed on current events.  The U.S. and Illinois Constitution exams will be given in this course.


REQUIRED FOR ALL SENIORS


Course Length:
One semester

GOVERNMENT HONORS (weighted Course)


½ Credit

Government Honors will focus on the national government.  This course is intended for the student who intends to pursue college level study.  The student will be expected to take an active part in the class as a participant and contributor.  Emphasis will be placed on writing an exams will be of the essay type.  The U.S. and Illinois Constitution exams will be given in this course.


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One Semester


Limited to:
Seniors

SOCIOLOGY




  
½ Credit

Sociology is recommended for juniors and seniors.  The course is designed to provide a forum for topics the students consider relevant.  Exposure to new ideas encourages critical thinking and re-evaluation of beliefs, ideals and goals.  Emphasis is placed on class discussion and proficiency in oral communication is helpful.  Extensive use is made of the library facilities, and students taking the course should be familiar with research techniques.


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One year


RECOMMENDED FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS

PSYCHOLOGY
(weighted and dual credit through LLCC)

½ Credit

The major objective of this course is to help the student develop an understanding of human behavior.  To achieve this goal, attention will be focused upon child psychology, personality theories, stress and adjustment, realms of the unconscious (dreaming, hypnosis, etc.), and learning theories.  This course can be taken in dual credit form with payment of LLCC tuition.  (There must be 10 students willing to do the dual credit within the class.)


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One semester


RECOMMENDED FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS

ECONOMICS







½ Credit
Economics is a semester course for college-bound juniors. It will be a study of Macroeconomics and Microeconomics. This course is highly recommended for college bound students.  Microeconomics is a study of parts of the economy, particularly specific markets or market organizations.  It examines the behavior of households and businesses, prices and outputs in markets, and application to public policy. Macroeconomics is an economic theory that studies the economy as a whole, especially income theory and policy. The goal of the class is to equip the students with the analytical tools to reason out economic problems. The emphasis is not on memorization of facts, but instead on developing an ability to define and analyze economic problems.

REQUIRED:  Students must take this course of Consumer Education

PREREQUISITE:  Benchmark composite score of 22 on the PLAN test.

Course Length:  One semester
SPORTS MANAGEMENT





½ Credit
Sports Management is an elective that covers historical, economical, sociological, political and business aspects of sport as an institution. This course offers students a look at the diverse, expanding field of sport and recreation. It is designed to provide a comprehensive look at the basic organizational structures found in the sport industry. Students will examine applications of managerial concepts and processes, and the ways in which organizations interact with each other and with the government.

ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One Semester


RECOMMENDED FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS

THE BIBLE AND ITS INFLUENCE ON CULTURE

½ Credit
This course explores the role of both the Bible and also religion in the life and society of eastern and western Europe and the Americas.  The study includes significant documents, cultural movements, public discourse, and the influence the Bible has had on political leaders, public reformers, and informed citizens.  The course also shows how Biblical narrative, characters, and interpretations have formed a frame of reference throughout history.  Finally, the course explores how the language and concepts of the Bible have provided content for philosophers, writers, painters, and sculptors.

ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One Semester

RECOMMENDED FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS

CURRENT AFFAIRS 





1 or ½ Credit
Current Affairs is a course designed to familiarize students with daily events happening in the world.  Students are required to participate in current event discussions with knowledge they acquire through reading the newspaper, watching the news, listening to the radio, reading magazines or surfing the web.  Students must be able to analyze current events article and make predictions and solutions to current world problems.


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One year or One Semester

AMERICAN HISTORY AND THE LAW 


½ Credit
This class will examine both American History and the American judicial system, using historic events to understand how our judicial system has become what it is today.  Students will be responsible for researching significant Supreme Court cases and writing reviews on these cases, learning the appeals process of the judicial system, and gaining a solid comprehension of our federal laws.  Students will be required to write research papers, complete projects and independent readings, tests on laws and court cases, and there will be TWO mock trials during the semester - each student will be assigned a role (justice/judge), or assigned to a team (prosecuter vs defense), in which they will research their side of the assigned case and create their arguments and evidence (looking at precedents already set) to use while at "trial."


ELECTIVE



Course Length:
One Semester



RECOMMENDED FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS

WORLD WAR II AND THE HOLOCAUST


½ Credit
Through the use of primary sources, videos, and a series of PowerPoint presentations, the class will start at the causes of WWII, discuss the major events of the war, new military technology, and learn the significance of the final treaties of the war (how WWII led to future wars).  The class will also spotlight the Holocaust – with the use of poetry, videos, and independent readings.  Students will be assessed via essays, article summaries, independent book reviews (non-fiction), and group projects.  This class will focus on research and writing methods and will contain several reading assignments.


ELECTIVE



Course Length:
One Semester



RECOMMENDED FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS

ENGINEERING
Project Lead the Way

Project Lead the Way’s classroom instruction, generally one-third theory and two-thirds application, gives students meaningful, hands-on experience in problem-solving, teamwork, and project-based learning.

INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING (IED)
(weighted Course)

1 Credit

Using 3-D computer modeling software, students learn the design process, and they solve design problems as they develop, analyze, and create product models.

ELECTIVE


RECOMMENDED FOR FRESHMEN and SOPHOMORES


PREREQUISITE:
Algebra I or equivalent math skills




Students enrolled in Algebra Foundations and/or General Math are not eligible to take this series.




Course Length:
One year

PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING (weighted Course)

1 Credit

Students explore technology systems and engineering processes to find out how math, science, and technology help people.


ELECTIVE


RECOMMENDED FOR SOPHOMORES and JUNIORS


PREREQUISITE:
Geometry or equivalent math skills




Students enrolled in Algebra Foundations and/or General Math are not eligible to take this series.




Course Length:
One year

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS (weighted Course)


1 Credit

Students use computer simulation to learn about the logic of electronics as they design, test, and actually construct circuits and devices.


ELECTIVE


RECOMMENDED FOR JUNIORS and Seniors


PREREQUISITE:
Algebra II or equivalent math skills




Students enrolled in Algebra Foundations and/or General Math are not eligible to take this series.




Course Length:
One year

More information is available at PLTW’s website, www.pltw.org. 


ART DEPARTMENT

INTRODUCTION TO ART & DESIGN



1 Credit

This course is an introductory course to art that covers many aspects of art.  Some areas that this course would focus on are as follows:  The elements of design are line, shape, form, value, texture, color, and space.  The principles of design are contrast, rhythm, unity, emphasis, pattern, movement, and balance.  It will also include several introductory projects that deal with the elements and principles of design.  This course will cover an introduction to art history where it will focus on different time periods and styles of art, famous artists from the past and present, and projects dealing with the history of art.  This course will recognize the importance of all areas of the arts such as the visual arts, music, dance, and theatre.


ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One year

2-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN



1 Credit

This course consists of working on a flat surface with various drawing and painting techniques.  Some things that will be covered are as follows:

Drawing with:  pencils, colored pencils, pastels, oil pastels, charcoal, markers, paint pens, pen, and ink, etc.

Painting mediums:  oil. Watercolor, acrylic, tempera, dyes, etc.

Painting surfaces:  canvas, wood, boxes, metal, glass, silk, paper, foam core, trash cans, wall murals, etc.

Printing:  Mono prints, etching, linoleum block printing, etc.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE
Introduction to Art & Design


Course Length:
One year

3- Dimensional Design




1 Credit

This course deals with all kinds of art that are three-dimensional.  Some areas that it would cover are as follows:  sculpture, ceramics, mosaics, murals, mobiles, collage, masks, and working with mediums on 3d surfaces, etc. 


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE

Introduction to Art & Design

Course Length:

One year

HONORS ART - INDEPENDENT STUDY (weighted course)
1 Credit
This course would be designed for a fourth year art student who has taken the other three courses above.  The honors art student would be very free in their projects with much flexibility.  The honors art student would make decisions on projects they will do throughout the semester, but will have much guidance from the art teacher.  The honors art student signs a contract with the art teacher on the 3 major projects he/she will complete each semester.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Introduction to Art & Design, 2-Dimensional Design, and 3-Dimensional Design with a C or better.


Course Length:           One year

GRAPHIC ARTS







1 Credit
Student will create on flat surface and on computer posters, logos, labels, and web designs.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Introduction to Art & Design


Course Length:
One semester

CERAMICS







1 Credit

The students will learn skills such as slab building, coil building, and pinching.  They will create a box, plant and its textures, an abstractor vessel and a bust.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Introduction to Art & Design


Course Length:
One semester

HUMANITIES ART






1 Credit

This course explores the special role of the arts in helping people understand the world around them in new and creative ways. It begins with an introduction to the humanities and how it differs from other areas of study. It then turns to an examination of how works are defined as art and how you can analyze works yourself to determine if they are art. It then applies this information to four different art forms: painting, sculpture, architecture, and film. By the end of the course, you will have the basic skills you need to analyze and to appreciate all different forms of art.

REQUIRED


Course Length:
One Semester
JEWELRY








1 Credit

This course will cover the history, of beads, weaving, wire wrapping, fused glass, metalsmithing, forging, and soldering.  The various projects will be to create fimo and glass beads; weave beads; wire wrapped pendant (fused glass); wire wrapped necklace; forge metal to make pendant, ring, earrings and cuff bracelet; hollow ring; and finally to create a piece of jewelry according to specific guidelines.

ELECTIVE


Course Length:
One Semester
MUSIC DEPARTMENT

BAND






1 Credit

The Riverton High School Band is a performing organization.  In addition to playing at home football and basketball games, the boys’ and girls’ county basketball tournaments; the band participates in parades, solo and ensemble instrumental contests, and gives several concerts and programs in Riverton and Springfield.  Private instrumental music lessons are encouraged for all band members.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Students should have successfully completed the instrumental music program at the Riverton Middle School or in another school.


Course Length:
One year

CHOIR








1 Credit
There are 6 different Riverton High School choirs to be a part of.  The three that last all year are Treble Choir, Advanced Women’s Choir, and the Concert Choir.  The choirs rehearse each day and perform between 5-10 times per year depending on the choir.  Attendance is required at concerts in order to pass the classes.  

Treble Choir: a class consisting of all freshmen girls (and some older) learning beginning choral technique, repertoire, and singing style.  This group will perform at the 4 major concerts.   New singers are welcome.  If you think you don’t know how to sing, what a wonderful way to learn!!!

ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
N/A  It is suggested to have some singing experience at the middle school level.


Course Length:
One Year
Advanced Women’s Choir: a class course consisting of many sophomore and junior girls learning intermediate advanced choral technique, repertoire, and singing styles.  This group will concentrate on music reading skills and mature sound production.  This group will perform at the major 4 concerts and possibly school assemblies.  New singers welcome!

ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
N/A  It is suggested to have some singing experience at the middle school level and is a good course to follow Treble Choir.

Course Length:
One Year
Concert Choir: a performance and technique based course consisting of all HS boys and auditioned girls grades 10-12.  This class will perform at all the above mentioned activities and perhaps more performance opportunities or a small tour throughout the year.  This class is focused on advanced music reading and singing techniques, and frequently sings music of a very high caliber and difficulty level. Concert Choir is the top vocal group that occurs during the normal school day. 

ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Audition

Course Length:
One Year
Madrigal Singers: This is an auditioned mixed group that meets during 0 period first semester.  The group’s final performance is a series of Madrigal Dinners that take place in early December. Described in the simplest terms as “Medieval Choir”, this chamber ensemble of 24-26 performs music from the earliest choir singing at the dinners, which are an event of pageantry, fun, food, and beautiful music.  The group travels extensively throughout the area singing at nursing homes, schools, and Christmas festivals as well.

ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Audition


Course Length:
One Semester
Ladies In Waiting: This is an all female group made up of ladies who audition for madrigals and is used as a feeder group for the singers.  These students are also involved in the madrigal dinner and sing some songs with the Madrigal Singers and some alone.  The group has ranged from 9-24 girls depending on the year.  The group rehearses during 0 period occasionally and after school/evening.  Ladies in Waiting is a much smaller time commitment than the Madrigal Singers, and a good way to get involved in the dinners and see what they are all about for students who are unfamiliar with the event.  

ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Audition


Course Length:
One Semester
Jazz Choir: This is an auditioned mixed group that meets during 0 period second semester of the year.  This choir focuses on the great American tradition of jazz music, as well as recently adding some pop and A Capella charts to their repertoire.  The music is highly challenging and often splits into 2 students a part.  Each student gets a microphone, so this is a group for the brave singer only!  A highly selective group of 16-18 singers, this group also travels throughout the area and sings at the Choir/Theatre program senior night at the end of the year.  


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Audition


Course Length:
One Semester
HUMANITIES MUSIC






½ Credit
This is an elective class for beginning musicians or students interested in learning basic information and skills in music and theatre.  It is recommended for students interested in a fine arts credit that are not in band or choir.  Units covered: Music from the last century, Poetry, Musical Theatre, basic music reading skills.  This class leads well into Music Theory and Music Appreciation in later years.  Fresh-Seniors welcome.


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
None


Course Length:
One Semester
MUSIC THEORY






1 Credit
This class is offered first semester for students interested in learning how to read music and put it to practice on instruments.  3 week piano unit included.  Freshmen through Seniors are welcome.    Limit: 12 students


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Students must have been in band or choir at some point or have some amount of experience with a musical instrument.  See Mrs. Gum for details.

Course Length:
One Semester
MUSIC APPRECIATION





1 Credit
This class is offered second semester for students interested in learning about music:  the way it is produced, learning about different genres, learning about music as it is found in society today and in the past.  A 4 week guitar unit is included.  This class involves a lot of participation, discussion, and music-making in class.  Freshmen through Seniors are welcome.  Limit: 18 students


ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
It is often taken as a follow-up to Music Theory, but can be taken on its own also.

Course Length:
One Semester
PIANO I
This is an elective class for musicians who are interested in learning basic piano skills.  Students will be able to play music with both hands and of beginning-moderate difficulty by the end.  This class offers the student a lot of individual work time, and allows students to work at their own pace.   Note: This class DOES NOT cover reading music notation—if not in band or choir. See Mrs. Gum with questions.  Limit: 8 students

ELECTIVE


PREREQUISITE:
Music Theory class is a required pre-requisite to this class.  

Course Length:
One Semester

OTHER COURSES

DRIVER EDUCATION




¼ Credit

Driver Education consists of two phases: classroom instruction and “Behind the Wheel”.  The classroom phase provides the student with information concerning traffic laws, safety rules, vehicle equipment, highway signs, signals, and basic driving techniques.  State law requires that a student pass a total of 8 classes the previous two semesters for admission.  The “Behind the Wheel” phase is a practical application of the classroom information.


REQUIRED
Classroom 


ELECTIVE
Behind the Wheel Training


REQUIREMENTS



CLASSROOM:  
Usually taken the sophomore year.  Public Act 88-188 dictates that in order for a public or private school student to be eligible for enrollment in Driver Education, he/she must have received a passing grade in at least 8 courses the previous 2 semesters.  The change also applies to commercial driving schools, who must verify with the high school that the student has met this requirement before enrolling him/her in their commercial school.  The Act gives the local superintendent of schools (with respect to a student attending a public school in the district) or chief school administrator (with respect to a student attending a non-public school in the district) the authority to waive this requirement if he/she deems it to be in the best interest of the student.  




BEHIND THE WHEEL TRAINING: Parental Permission


Additional Cost:
$20 to cover the cost of an instruction permit that is required to the Secretary of State when application is due.




$50 for Behind the Wheel  




$25 paid to District for those students only taking Dr. Ed.

Course Length:
Classroom – One Semester




The State requires a minimum of thirty hours in the classroom; less than thirty hours will result in failing the course.  The state requires six hours behind the wheel in actual student driving time and six hours of observation If that phase is elected.

HEALTH






½ Credit

A basic course designed to give students appropriate facts concerning health care, needs and problems.  The content provides an overview of concepts needed to make wise decisions in matters relating to health.  The course is designed with the purposes of installing positive attitudes and of clarifying values.  Included are the topics of fitness, nutrition, stress, stress management, drugs, drug abuse, cigarette smoking, alcohol and its effects, communicable diseases, chronic diseases, chronic and degenerative diseases, health occupations, family living and sex education.  Aids information will be taught in the Health curriculum.  If parents find that subject objectionable the student can be removed from that portion of the class.  Sophomore students who are enrolled in health will not take physical education that semester.


REQUIRED FOR ALL SOHPMORES


Course Length:
One Semester

PHYSICAL EDUCATION




1 Credit

Physical Education provides a number of activities in order to promote the student’s physical, mental, social and emotional development.  Males and females will participate in a variety of activities.  Some of the activities will be coeducational.  Football, basketball, soccer, and speedball will be divided by male and female and will not be played together.  Since outdoor activity is required, a sweat suit or some type of outerwear is suggested.


REQUIRED
It is required by the State of Illinois that every student take physical education everyday, unless medically excused, or exempted by exceptions under the P.E. Waiver.  All sophomores will take P.E. for one semester and health for one semester.  Freshmen will take P.E. everyday.  Juniors and Seniors will take P.E. everyday unless exempted by one of the rules below.  It is a Riverton graduation requirement that all students, except those medically excused, under a student exemption waiver, or freshmen enrolled in Health pass P.E. each semester while attending Riverton High School.


Course Length:
One year

P.E. WAIVER POLICY
As a result of recent, Senate Bill 730, and ongoing state legislation concerning education,we are distributing an updated version of requirements for physical education waivers and Consumer Education.  This could change again between now and next fall.

I. Definitions

A. SPORTS – interscholastic athletics sanctioned by the Illinois High School Association and approved by the Riverton District 14 Board of Education in which athletic teams participate in a minimum of 6 athletic contests.  These provisions do not apply to activities such as intramurals, cheerleading and other extracurricular activities.

B. ATHLETIC PARTICPANTS – Students will be considered part of an athletic team when their name appears on the eligibility roster.

C. EXTRA COURSES – The student normal course load is 5 courses plus P.E. each semester.  Students who take 6 or more courses other than P.E. each semester will be considered as taking an extra course.

II. Types of P.E. Waivers

A. STUDENT ATHLETE WAIVER – Any 11th or 12th grade student who participates in a sport may be excused from P.E. during the length of their sport season if he or she has requested a waiver and it has been approved.   Students requesting a waiver from P.E. should fill out the Riverton Physical Education waiver request form.  First semester requests must be made no later than one week after the first day of school.  Second semester requests must be made during the last two weeks of the first semester.

1. SIX or more courses other than P.E. – if the student takes 6 or more classes during the school year, P.E. is waived.

a. If a student is no longer an athletic participant because the season has ended then that student will be reassigned to P.E.

b. If a student is no loner an athletic participant for any reason, before the end of the season, then that student will be reassigned to P.E.

B. COLLEGE ADMISSION WAIVER – Any 11th or 12th grade student who, in order to be granted admission to a specified institution of higher learning, must complete a specified course not included in existing state or local minimum graduation standards may be excused from P.E. if the addition of this course or courses results in scheduling conflict.

1. Five or more courses

a. Student will be reassigned to P.E. whenever his/her course load falls below SIX in any semester.

C. GRADUATION REQUIREMENT WAIVER – Any 11th or 12th grade student who lacks sufficient course credit or lacks one or more specific courses in order to meet state or local graduation requirements may be exempted from P.E. if the addition of this course or courses results in more than the normal academic course load (6 or more courses other than P.E.)  Students who have failed required course, transferred into the district with deficient credits or who lack credits due to other causes will be eligible to apply for this exemption.

D. MEDICAL WAIVER – Any student who produces a doctor’s note excusing them from participating in P.E. will receive a MEDICAL WAIVER and will be assigned to study hall.

1. The number of courses taken will obviously not affect the waiver.

2. Whenever a student has not dressed more than ½ days of a grading period, (must be verified by a Doctor each year) P.E. will appear on the student’s report card with a grade of “P”.  ½ credit will be awarded per semester, if a student has dressed and participated more than half of the days in a grading period.  The student’s grade on the report card will be the grade at time of withdrawal.

3. Students will be immediately reassigned to P.E. upon the school’s receipt of a doctor’s release.  If a release is not obtained by the start of  a new semester, the student will be assigned to a study hall until released.  If the student remains in study hall more than half of the semester, no credit for P.E. will be given.

E. HEALTH WAIVER -  All Sophomores will take P.E. everyday unless enrolled in Health for the first time in which case the P.E. graduation requirement will be waived for that semester.

1. The number of courses taken will obviously not affect the waiver.

2. P.E. will not appear on the student’s transcript as such since Health is considered to be P.E.

3. Students may elect to enroll in P.E. on an elective basis.  However, this will not help meet the P.E. graduation requirement.

F. BAND WAIVER – Students who are involved in Marching Band for credit may be waived from P.E. if they request for the purpose of ongoing participation in Marching Band. 

G. Students reassigned to P.E. from a waiver (A,B,C, or D above) will be graded only on the days they are enrolled in P.E.  Some of the grading parameters will be prorated according to how many days the student is enrolled in P.E.

CAPITAL AREA CAREER CENTER



3 Credits

Juniors and seniors (freshmen and sophomores for ag science academy only) are eligible to attend the Capital Area Career Center (CACC) in any one of twenty-six different programs of study.  Most courses last two years.  Registration for CACC will be handled separately.  A representative from CACC will meet with all sophomores to explain the program in detail.  Applicants will be interviewed and selected on the basis of interest, attendance record, academic record, and aptitude for the program.  Below is a list of courses offered at CACC.  Due to financial constraints the enrollment of RHS students to CACC may be limited.

TWO YEAR PROGRAMS  (Juniors and Seniors)


Agriculture and Industrial Mechanics


Agricultural Science


Auto Body


Auto Technology/Servicing


Building Maintenance Asst.


Business Technology Specialist:  Legal/Medical



Building Trades


Communications and Media


Computer Repair and Networking


Cosmetology


Culinary Arts


Drafting


Early Childhood and Education


Electrical


Health Occupations


Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning


Interrelated Cooperative Vocational Education



Law Enforcement


Power Equipment Technology


Welding

For CACC course descriptions, see Mrs. Penk in the Guidance office for CACC Program Catalog.
ON-LINE COURSES

ILLINOIS VIRTUAL SCHOOL

    Career Planning

9, 10, 11, 12


    Introduction to HTML

9, 10, 11, 12


*  Astronomy

          11, 12



*  Meteorology
         
 11, 12


*  Oceanography

          11, 12

    Anthropology

          11, 12

**AP Microeconomics

                12


    French I – IV

9, 10, 11, 12

    German I – IV

9, 10, 11, 12

    Latin I – IV

9, 10, 11, 12


*  Prerequisite of ILS, Biology, & Chemistry
**Prerequisite with a grade of “A” or “B” in Economics
LINCOLN LAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ON-LINE


(ALL COURSES ARE TRANSFERABLE)


Astronomy




Business Law I


Intro to Business Organization


Computer Science I 
(Must have an ACT of 22 in Math.)


Crime, Justice and Social Diversity


Economics of Social Issues


Human Nutrition


Drug Abuse, Alcoholism, Law, & Society


Introduction to Logic


Composition I

(Must be enrolled in English IV.)


Composition II
(Must be enrolled in English IV.)

OTHER COURSE OPTIONS


Credit Recovery – through SCLA (Regional of Education)


Aventa Computer Based Learning – through Tri-City
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