2nd Grade Social Studies Curriculum 


	1st QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	What is Social Studies?

Where do we live?

How can we show the world?

What does a globe show?

What do colors on maps and globes show?

What are high and low places?

How can we get around our community?

What is our community like?

 How are other communities  like/different from ours?

What causes night and day?

What Is the difference between cities, towns, and farm communities?


	Maps/Globes

Oceans

Communities


	Unit 1- Exploring Where We Are

Lesson1-Where Are We?

-Recall social studies concepts

-Recognize social studies materials 

-Recognize the parts of an atlas

-Recognize that they live in the US

-Identify where they live

-Recognize that a globe is a sphere

-Recognize that a globe is a model of the earth

-Find and name the continents on a globe

Find and name the oceans on a globe
Lesson 2- Learning from Maps and Globes

-Recognize that a globe uses colors to show land and water

-recognize that  a globe uses colors to show countries

-Recognize a model

-Identify high and low places on a model and on a map

-Explain that earth’s rotation causes day and night

-Use a globe and flashlight to demonstrate day and night

Lesson 3- Visiting a Community 

-Identify and locate places on a community map

-Explain what a community is

-Name kinds of transportation

-Explain why transportation is important for a community

-Define communication and name examples

-Discuss why communication is important for a community 

-Draw four kinds of communication

-Identify and locate places in own community

-Compare own community with desk map community
Lesson 4- Other Communities

-Discuss pictures of different kinds of communities

-identify characteristics of different communities

-compare similarities and differences between communities

-identify characteristics of own community 

-Identify the community most like own

	15.A.1a

15.A.1b

15.B.1

15.C.1a

15.C.1b

15.E.1

16.D.1(US)

16.D.1(W)

16.E.1(US)

16.E.1(W)


	Unit 1 Test Nystrom- Communities Here and There Notebook Divider

	Communities Here and There Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-2nd  grade

Nystrom Block 2nd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -2nd  grade


	SECOND QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	What are the economics of our community?

What is the difference between needs and wants?

What is the difference between goods and services?

How do people make, sell, and buy goods?

How are we all consumers?

Why do people work?

What are the community’s needs?

Who works for the community?
Can I  read a map?

Can I examine objects from an eye-level view?

Can I examine objects from a bird’s eye view?

Can I examine objects from a map view?

Can I identify a variety of symbols in a map key?

Can I locate natural and cultural features on a community map?

Can I use a grid to locate places on a map using north, south, east, and west?

Can I measure distances in inches and blocks?

Can I trace my word address from planet to continent to country, state, city and street address?
Can I identify cultural and natural features in the US?

Can I locate the equator and Northern and Southern Hemispheres?

Can I recognize the difference between continents and  countries as I identify my neighboring countries?

Can I sequence events in US history on a timeline?

Can I recognize some symbols of our country?

Can I locate national and state capitals on a US map?

Can I locate landmarks on a map of Washington, DC?  

Can I recognize three important leaders?

Do I know the role of the President of the US?

Can I cast a cote and make a decision?


	Economics

Needs/Wants

Goods/Services

Community Workers
Maps/Globes

US History

Government

Natural features

Cultural Features

Landmarks

Directions


	Unit 2- Exploring a Community

Lesson 1- Meeting Needs and Wants

-Explain needs and wants

-Distinguish between needs and wants

-Finds places on a map that satisfy  needs

-Find places on a map that satisfy wants

-Discuss places that satisfy both wants and needs
Lesson 2- Making Goods

-Explain what goods are and identify examples

-Recognize places where people make goods

-Restate what goods are

-Identify places on a map where people make goods

-List places in own community where people make goods
Lesson 3- Buying and Selling Goods

-Explain that some people sell goods and most people buy goods

-Discuss places to buy goods

-Label on a map places where people can  buy goods

-Draw routes on a map from  one store to another

-List places in own community to buy goods

-Compare places to buy goods in own community with places on a map

Lesson 4- Providing Services

-Define services and give examples

-Distinguish between goods and services

-Identify and label on a map places that provide services

-Draw a route on a map from one place that provides a service to another

-Name places that provide services

-Recognize places in own community that provide services
Lesson  5- Earning Money

-Recognize why people need money

-Recognize that people work to earn money

-Identify places to work on a map

-Identify workers and their jobs in photos

-Act out jobs pictured in photos

-List family members’ jobs

-Categorize family members’ jobs
Lesson 6- Community 

-Begin a list of community needs

-Recognize that community needs include leader, rules and laws, and schools

-Name other community needs

-Locate places on a map that meet community needs

-Discuss how own community meets people’s needs
Lesson 7- Community Workers

-Identify community workers

-Recognize that community workers satisfy community needs

-Review farm communities

-Recognize some ways farm communities satisfy community needs

Unit 3- Mapping a Community

Lesson 1- What Is a Map?

-Compare a map and a globe

-Recognize that a map can show all or just part of the earth

-Distinguish between a view from the ground and a view form above

-Identify different views

-Explain map key and symbol

-Make a map key
Lesson 2- Looking at Natural Features

-Define  and identify natural features

-Describe natural features

-Review natural features

-Observe that water flows from high to low land

-Identify natural features in a bird’s eye view

-Identify symbols natural features on a map

-Identify natural features

-Draw symbols for natural features
Lesson 3- Looking at Cultural Features

-Review natural features

-Define and list cultural features

-Match pictures and symbols of cultural features

-Create a symbol for a cultural feature

-Identify features on a map as natural or cultural 

-Label symbols in a map key
Lesson 4- Finding Places on  Map

-Find places on a community map

-Use a map to find places and describe locations

-Identify above, below, right, and left

-Read a simple grid

-Use a simple grid to name locations

-Use the streets on a community map to make a grid

-Use a grid to tell where something is on a map
Lesson 5- Using Directions

-Identify North and South Poles on a globe

-Label north and south on a globe and a map

-Label north and south on a community map

-Point out and label east and west on a map

-Use east and west on a community map

-Label north, south, east, and west in the classroom

-Make and use a compass rose in the classroom
Lesson 6- Measuring the Distance

-Discuss the concept of distance

-Use a variety of methods to measure distance in the classroom

-Review distance

-Measure distance on a map in blocks
Unit 4- Where Do We Live?

Lesson 1- Reading a US Map

-Compare map symbols to photos of corresponding features

-Identify and mark selected symbols on a US map

-Make general statements about a US map

-Identify the map key and what it shows

-Use the map key to identify selected natural cultural features on a US map

-Identify north , south, east, and west on a US map

-Use directions to describe relative locations
Lesson 2- Finding Our Country

-Compare different views of the earth

-Identify North America

-Begin writing a description of where in they world they live

-Locate the US with North America

-Identify the US and the countries and bodies of water that border
Lesson 3- Locating Our State

-Locate own state and identify some of its cities on a map

-Compare own state’s natural features with those on a model

-Complete a description of where in they world they live

-Identify the states, countries, or bodies of water that neighbor own states

-Use directions to describe the relative location of neighboring states
Lesson 4- Learning About our Country

-Review the location pf the US

-Use a map to identify major features in the US

-Review cultural features

-Use a map to identify cultural features in the US
Lesson 5- Learning About Our Continent

-Identify the Equator

-Identify the Northern and Southern Hemispheres

-Review the location of North America on a globe

-Locate the Equator and the hemispheres on a world map

-Find North America on a globe and a map

-Review the location of Canada and Mexico

-Label a map of North America
Lesson 6- Learning About Our World

-Review the names and locations of the continents

-Review name and locations of the oceans

-Use the map key to identify countries in North America

-Recognize that most continents are made up of countries

-Identify countries on selected 

continents


	17.A.1a

17.A.1b

18.B.1a

18.B.1b

18.C.1
18.B.1a

18.B.1b

17.D.1

17.C.1a

17.C.1b

17.C.1c

17.A.1a

17.A.1b

17.B.1a

17.B.1b

18.A.1

16.D.1(US) 15.A.1a

15.A.1b

15.B.1

15.C.1a

15.C.1b

15.E.1

16.C.1a(US)

16.C.1b(US)

16.C.1a(W)

16.C.1b(W)

16.D.1(W)

16.E.1(US)

16.E.1(W)

16.A.1b

16.B.1a(US)

16.B.1b(US)

16.B.1(W)

14.A.1

14.B.1

14.C.1

14.D.1

14.E.1

14.F.1
	Unit 2 Test Nystrom- Communities Here and There Notebook Divider
Unit 3 Test Nystrom- Communities Here and There Notebook Divider

Unit 4 Test Nystrom- Communities Here and There Notebook Divider


	Communities Here and There Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Activity Globes-2nd  grade

Nystrom Block 2nd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -2nd  grade
Communities Here and There Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-2nd  grade

Nystrom Block 2nd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -2nd  grade



	THIRD QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	Can I recognize our country’s cultural diversity?


	US  History

Cultural Diversity


	Unit 5-Our Country

Lesson 1- Then and Now

-Create a timeline 

-Fill in a simple timeline of US history

-Recognize that a community has a history

-Recognize ways a community might change
Lesson 2- Symbols of Our Country

-Recognize that our flag is a symbol of our country

-Recognize what the stars and stripes on the US flag stand for

-Recognize that the White House is a symbol of the US

-Identify other symbols of the US
Lesson 3- National and State Capitals

-Define capital and capitol

-Locate our national capital on a map

-Review landmarks in Washington DC 

-Locate landmarks on a map of Washington DC

-Review location of own state capital 

-Identify capitals of neighboring states
Lesson 4- Our Leaders

-Identify selected national leaders

-Recognize qualities of a good leader

-Recognize when selected American Leaders lived

-Use a time line to sequence selected leaders

-Identify some community leaders

-Recognize that community leaders solve problems
Lesson 5- Our Country’s Government

-Explain the role of a good citizen

-Describe the voting process

-Take part in a class election

-Explain what the President of the US does

-Explain what Congress is

-Recognize that Congress makes law

-Recognize that a problem has solutions

-Write a bill

-Vote on a bill
Lesson 6- Our American History

-Recognize that the US is made up of people from many different cultures 

-Recognize that people in the US reflect cultural diversity

-Recognize that a Community has a history

-Identify the groups that settled own area

-Recognize that a community often changes

-Identify groups that make up the community today

	14.A.1

14.B.1

14.C.1

14.D.1

14.E.1

14.F.1
16.D.1(US)

16.D.1(W)

16.E.1(US)

16.E.1(W)

16.A.1a

16.B.1a(US)

16.B.1b(US)


	Unit 5 Test Nystrom- Communities Here and There Notebook Divider


	Communities Here and There Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-2nd  grade

Nystrom Block 2nd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -2nd  grade


	4th QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	Can I locate the seven continents on a map and label them?  

Can I color the continents on an activity map?

Can I describe what life is like on each continent?

Can I create my own mini-atlas?


	Maps/Globes

	Unit 6- Exploring the Continents

(Each Lesson is completed on each of the following continents: South America, North America, Asia, Australia, Africa, Antarctica, Europe)

Lesson 1- What can Maps and Globes Tell Us?

-Locate the continent on a globe and on a world map

-Locate and identify natural features

-Locate and identify cultural features
Lesson 2- Can you Label This map?

-Locate and color countries on an activity

-Locate and label another cultural feature

-Locate and label natural features

	17.C.1a

17.C.1b

17.C.1c

17.A.1a

17.A.1b

16.A.1b

16.A.1c

16.B.1(W)


	Unit 6 Test Nystrom- Communities Here and There Notebook Divider


	Communities Here and There Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-2nd  grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-2nd  grade

Nystrom Block 2nd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -2nd  grade



	Standards to be Supplemented

	15.D.1a
	Demonstrate the benefits of simple voluntary exchanges

	15.D.1b
	Know that barter is a type of exchange and that money makes exchange easier
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