3rd Grade Social Studies Curriculum


	1st QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	What is a map view?
Can I use symbols on a map to locate and compare landforms?

Can I measure distance using a map scale?

Can I use cardinal and intermediate directions on a globe, map and in the classroom?

Can I identify the Northern and Southern Hemisphere?

Can Eastern and Western Hemispheres?
What is my World address?

Where is my community?

What are the natural features of near by communities?

Can I read temperature graphs, climates and rainfall maps for different communities?

Can I read climographs for different communities?

Can I identify ways a community changes over time?

Can I examine community needs?

Can I classify places in a community into categories and then identify workers employed at each of those places?

Can I identify ways a community changes over time?

Can I examine community needs?

Can I classify places in a community into categories and then identify workers employed at each of those places?

What is a map view?

Can I use symbols on a map to locate and compare landforms?

Can I measure distance using a map scale?

Can I use cardinal and intermediate directions on a globe, map and in the classroom?

Can I identify the Northern and Southern Hemisphere?

Can Eastern and Western Hemispheres?

Can I use a globe, map, and a raised relief model to locate the US?

Can I locate my own state and identify its natural and cultural features?

Can I use map grids and latitude and longitude lines to locate places on a map?
Can I describe the nation’s natural resources and national parks?

Can I identify countries in North America?

Can I identify major cultural and natural features of the continent?  

Can I identify cultural and natural features of Mexico and Canada?  

Can I color the national flags of Canada and Mexico?

Can I discuss photos of Mexico and Canada?

Can I locate each continent on a globe and a map?

Can I label cultural and natural features on an activity map of the continent?  

Can I compare photos of the continent with their own lives?


	Maps/Globes
Directions
Maps/Globes

Directions

Needs /Wants

Economics

Climates
Maps/Globes

Directions

Economics

Needs/wants

Government
Maps/Globes

Directions

Cultural Features

Natural Features

Continents


	Unit 1- Mapping Our Way
Lesson 1- Social studies and Maps

-Explain the term social studies

-Recognize social studies components

-Recognize parts of the atlas

-Explain how an atlas can be used in social studies

-Distinguish ground –level view, bird’s eye-view, and view from directly above

-Recognize that a map shows a view from above

-Compare a bird’s eye view and a map view

-Describe the view of the earth from space

-Compare a space photo of the earth with a map

-Compare and contrast US and world maps

Lesson 2- Comparing Pictures and Maps

-Recognize a bird’s eye view of a community

-Locate and outline a community on a picture map

-Name and label places on a map

-Compare two views of community 

-Locate and label places of two views of the community

Lesson 3- How Do Maps Show Information?

-Identify how maps show information 

-Explain how maps use symbols

-Show the real world with symbols
-Compare places and their symbols

-Read a  map key

-Complete a map key

-Use a map key

Lesson 4- Showing High and Low Places

-Recognize a raised-relief map

-Use a raised-relief map

-Recognize abbreviations for states

-Use two-letter abbreviations for states

-Recognize map symbols for mountains

-Locate mountain ranges on a map

-Use simple symbols to show landforms

Lesson 5- Showing Distances on a Map

-Compare relative distances

-Use blocks to measure distances

-Use a scale to measure distances

-Explain map scale and bar scale

-Use a scale to measure distances on a map
Lesson 6- What is a Globe?

-Define sphere and globe

-Compare a globe with a photograph of the earth

-Recognize land and water in space photographs and on a globe

-Recognize that a globe is a model of the earth

-Define continents and oceans

-Locate the seven continents and four oceans on a globe  

-Recognize that a world map shows all the world at once

-Recognize that a globe shows only half the world at one time

-Compare a globe and a map

Lesson 7- Finding North and South
-Identify  north and south as cardinal directions
-Locate the North and South Poles on a globe

-Use north and south to locate places on a globe

-Locate north and south on a map

-Use north and south to locate places on a map

-Locate and identify the Equator

-Explain the word hemisphere

-Identify the Northern and Southern Hemisphere

-Identify north and south in the classroom

-Use north and south to describe locations in the classroom

Lesson 8- Finding East and West

-Show east and west on the globe

-Draw compass arrows

-Use east and west to locate places on the globe

-Label east and west on the world map

-Use east and west to locate places on a map

-Locate and identify the Prime Meridian and the 180 longitude line

-Identify the Eastern and Western Hemisphere

-Identify cardinal directions in the classroom

-use north, south, east and west to describe locations in the classroom

Lesson 9- Finding the In-Between the Directions

-Name in-between directions

-Label cardinal and in-between directions on a map

-Use in-between directions to locate places on a map
Unit 2-Looking at Different Communities?
Lesson 1- Our Community and Our State

-Become familiar with maps of the world and the US

-Locate North America and US on a world map

-Locate own state and community on a map of the US

-Write own state and community on a map of the US

-Write own World Address

-Locate own state on a map of the US

-Locate state capital on a  map of the US

-Locate own community or a nearby city on a map

-Recognize the difference between natural and cultural features

-Identify important features of state

-Record features of state

-Identify own state’s natural features on a raised-relief model

Lesson 2- What Are Communities?

-Observe and discuss own community 

-List elements that make up own community

-Explain the term community

-Locate important elements of the community on a map

-Compare own community with another community

-Generalize about features that make up all communities

Lesson 3- Communities Large and Small

-Identify and describe the urban and rural parts of a community

-Explain the terms urban, rural, city town

-Name characteristics of urban and rural communities

-Observe photos and identify hem as urban or rural communities

-Complete a chart using atlas photos for data

-decide if own community is urban or rural 

-Locate the main urban area of own state

Lesson 4- Communities High and Low

-Identify natural features

-Recognize natural features in rural areas

-Identify natural features in and near own community

-Discuss how natural features affect life in an community

-Use raised relief map and flat map to locate natural features

-Locate cities and nearby natural features

Lesson 5- Communities Hot and Cold

-Explain weather and climate

-Read and complete a temperature line graph

-Read a climate map and use a map

-Recognize different world climate

-Name and describe the four seasons

-Demonstrate the earth’s revolution around the sun

-Generally understand the earth’s tilt

-Explain how the earth’s revolution around the sun causes the seasons

Lesson 6- Communities Wet and Dry

-Describe weather and climate

-Determine if own community has a wet, dry, or in-between climate

-Read a rainfall map

-Read a rainfall bar graph

-Make a rainfall bar graph

-Read a climograph

-Use a climograph to describe the climate of a community

Lesson 7- Communities Then and Now

-Recognize that a community has a history 

-Recognize that natural features affect a community’s history

-Mark a map to reflect the changes in a community

-Recognize that natural features can affect cultural features

-Mark a map to show the changes in a community

-Recognize that communities continue to change

-Mark a map to show possible future changes

Unit 3- What Do Communities Need?

Lesson 1- Communities Need All Kinds of Places

-Use a map to list places in a community

-List places found in own community

-Use other sources to add to list of community

-Classify places in a community

-Recognize the kinds of places in own community

-Compare own community with other communities

Lesson 2- Communities Need People

-Use a map to list jobs in a community

-Use photographs as a resource to list jobs in a community

-Recognize jobs in own community

-Compare the jobs in own community jobs in other communities

Lesson 3- Communities Need Producers and Consumers

-Define goods and list workers who produce goods

-Define services and list workers who provide services

-Identify a place where goods are sold

-Identify producers in a community

-Identify consumers in a community

-Use atlas photographs to compare producers in different communities

-Use a map to compare producers in different communities

Lesson 4- Communities Need Transportation

-Explain transportation

-Classify kinds of transportation

-List kinds of transportation in own community and other communities

-Use an atlas to identify kinds of transportation in other communities

-Explain why different communities may have different types of transportation

-Locate and trace routes along interstate highways

-Measure and compare  distances on a map

-Choose a method of transportation
Lesson 5- Communities Need Communication

-Explain communication

-Identify reasons why communities need communication

-Identify ways to communicate in own community

-Recognize how communication helps own community

-List the kinds of things maps can communicate

-List the ways in which  maps communicate

Lesson 6- Communities Need Laws and Leaders

-Define and give examples of rules

-Define and give examples of laws

-Discuss community citizenship

-Discuss who makes and enforces school rules

-Define government

-Discuss who makes and enforces community laws

-Identify other responsibilities of  local government

-Describe the three parts of government

-Recognize that the state government is made up of lawmakers, a governor, and the courts

-Recognize that the national government is made up of Congress, the President, and the courts
Unit 4- Exploring the United States

Lesson 1- The Earth, Globes, Maps, and Models

-Name, locate, and label continents and oceans

-Identify the hemispheres

-Label the US and its location in two hemispheres

-Explain rotation

-Use a globe to demonstrate day and night

-Compare a US map with a raised-relief model to describe patterns of urban areas

-Locate features on a map and label them on a model

Lesson 2- Finding Our State

-Understand the use of color on a map

-Use map symbols and the map key to identify natural and cultural features

-Label natural  and cultural  features on a map

-Locate own state on a US map

-Identify and mark natural features of own state

-Identify and mark cultural features on a map

-Use a raised-relief model to learn about own state

-Describe the location of states relative to own state

-Locate states using features and directions

Lesson 3- Using a Map Grid

-Explain a map grid

-Mark a grid on a map

-Use a grid to describe  locations on a map

-Recognize how lines of latitude are labeled

-Find lines of latitude on the world map

-Understand how lines of longitude are labeled

-Find lines of longitude on the world map

-Find places along lines of latitude and longitude

-Use latitude and longitude to find places on a map

Lesson 4- How Do People Use the Land?

-Identify natural resources and ways 

-Add symbols to a map to show uses of natural resources

-Identify land-use categories

-Use map colors to identify land-use areas of the US

-Identify major land uses in selected states

-Identify high and low landforms

-Identify main  land uses in high and low areas

-Make generalizations about the land  and its uses

Lesson 5- Visiting Our National Parks

-Discuss atlas photographs of natural parks

-Locate national parks and forests on a map

-Locate parks and forests of selected states

-Describe the landforms of national parks

-recognize that most national forests are in mountainous areas
Unit 5- What Is It Like to Live in North America?

Lesson 1- What Is it Like to Live in North America?

-Locate North America on a globe and on the world map

-Locate and identify cultural features

-Locate and identify natural features

-Locate and label countries on an activity map

-Locate and label cities on an activity map

-Locate and label oceans and rivers on an activity map

-Locate and label mountains on an activity map

-Label and color North America on a map

-Discuss photos of life in North America

-Compare photos to own life in US

Lesson 2- Our Neighbors:  Canada and Mexico

-Outline Canada on a globe and world map

-Use an atlas map to identify Canada’s major cities

-Use an atlas map to identify Canada’s major natural features

-Identify and color the flag of Canada

-Outline Mexico on a globe and world map

-Use an atlas map to identify Mexico’s major cities

-Use an atlas to map and identify Mexico’s major natural features

-Identify and color the flag of Mexico

Unit 6- Exploring Other Continents
(Each Activity is completed on each of the following continents: South America, Asia, Australia, Africa, Antarctica, Europe)

Activity A- What can maps and globes tell us?

-Locate the continent on a globe and on a world map

-Locate and identify cultural features

-Locate and identify natural features

Activity B- Can You label a map?

- Locate and label cultural features on a map

-Locate and label natural features on a map

Activity C- What can Photos tell us about life here?

-Observe and discuss photos of life on the continent

-Compare life shown in photos with own life in the US

-Label and color the continent on a map
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	Unit 1 Test Nystrom- People and Places Everywhere Notebook Divider

Unit 2 Test Nystrom- People and Places Everywhere Notebook Divider

Unit 3 Test Nystrom- People and Places Everywhere Notebook Divider 

Unit 4 Test Nystorm- People and Places Everywhere Notebook Divider

Unit 5 test Nystorm- People and Places Everywhere Notebook Divider

Unit 6 test Nystorm- People and Places Everywhere Notebook Divider


	People and Places Everywhere

Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-3rd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-3rd grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-3rd  grade

Nystrom Block 3rd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -3rd  grade
People and Places Everywhere

Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-3rd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-3rd grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-3rd  grade

Nystrom Block 3rd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -3rd  grade
People and Places Everywhere

Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-3rd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-3rd grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-3rd  grade

Nystrom Block 3rd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -3rd  grade
People and Places Everywhere

Nystrom Notebook Divider

Nystrom Desk Maps-3rd  grade

Nystrom Wall Maps-3rd grade

Nystrom Actvity Globes-3rd  grade

Nystrom Block 3rd grade

Nystrom Floor Map and Models -3rd  grade



	Second Quarter (9 weeks)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	What role do you play in government?
How are decisions made for our nation?

How have key historical figures impacted the shaping of our country?
How do customs and traditions from around the world influence our community?

Why were immigrants coming here?

What is the economy?

What is your role in the economy?

What is the relationship between goods and services?


	Three Branches of Government
World Politics

Individual’s Role
Cultures

Consumer Choices

Trade
	Government:
· Distinguish between rules and laws

· Identify the responsibilities of local government

· Identify the major office holders and their duties in the three branches of state and national government

Immigration:
Economics:

· List places found in communities

· Recognize ways in which communities are alike and different

· List the kinds of work people do in communities

· Identify the jobs in own community and understand that communities offer different job opportunities
· Distinguish between workers who produce goods and workers who provide services

· Identify producers in other community and compare them to those in student’s community

· Explain the term transportation and list various modes of transportation

· Use the atlas to compare kinds of transportation in student’s own community with transportation in other communities

· Trace highways routes and demonstrate that maps show distances and landforms

· Define communication and identify examples of it
· Understand how communication helps students’ community

· Demonstrate ways in which maps communicate information

	14.A.1
14.B.1

14.C.1

14.D.1

14.E.1

14.F.1

16.A.1a

16.A.1b

16.B.1 (W)

16.B.1a(US)

16.B.1b(US)

16.D.1 (US)

18.B.1a

18.B.1b
16.A.1c

16.D.1(W)

18.A.1

15.A.1a

15.A.1b

15.B.a

15.C.1a

15.C.1b

15.D.1a

15.D.1b

15.E.1

16.C.1a(US)

16.C.1a (W)

16.C.1b (US)

16.C.1b (W)
	
	


	3rd  QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	
	
	
	
	
	


	4th  QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Standards to be Supplemented

	17.D.1
	Identify changes in geographic characteristics of a local region 
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