4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum


	1st QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	Why are the social sciences important to understanding human behavior?
How do artifacts represent traditions?

What is economics?

What is geography?

What is political science?

What is history? 

What are the four main directions?

What are the four main directions called?

How do you find latitude on a map?

How do you find longitude on a map?

What is an elevation map?

What is an annual rainfall map?

What is a population density map?

How has diversity made the United States a stronger country?

What are the important aspects of the Northeast Region?
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	Lesson 1 – What Are the Social Sciences?
· Provide simple definitions for economics, geography, political science, and history
· Identify ways that the social sciences help explain human behavior

· List artifacts and evidence that social scientists use in their research
Lesson 2 – Exploring Regions of the United States

· Apply basic map skills – such as an understanding of directions and latitude and longitude – to interpret a physical map of the  United States

· Interpret maps showing elevation, annual rainfall, population density

· Analyze photographs of cities and physical landmarks and attempt to identify their locations on a regional map of the United States
Lesson 3 – The Peopling of the United States

· Identify the five major racial and ethnic groups in the United States

· Recount the settlement stories of Native Americans, Latinos, European Americans, African Americans, and Asian Americans

· List key contributions to American society made by five racial and ethnic groups

· Write lyrics to a song that celebrates American diversity

Lesson 4 – A Train Tour of the Northeast

· Examine aspects of industrialization, urbanization, and democracy

· Identify nine important sites in the Northeast

· Trace the path of a train tour through the Northeast on a map of the region

· Describe the major natural and constructed features of the Northeast
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	Blackline Assessment:
Lesson 1 
pp. 6-9 

Lesson 2 
pp. 20 – 23 

Lesson 3 
pp. 34 - 37

Lesson 4 
pp. 44 - 47


	Teacher’s Curriculum Institute ~ Social Studies Alive! Regions of Our Country 
Interactive Student Notebook
Student Handout 
Information Master




	SECOND QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	What is population density?

How does population density in the Northeast affect lives of residents?

What is the importance of the Southeast to the settlement and growth of the United States?

How does geography affect life in the Southeast?

What is the importance of farming and industry in the Midwest?
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	Lesson 5 – Population Density and Life in the Northeast

· Describe the population density of the Northeast and compare it with that of other regions of the United States.

· Evaluate the effect of population density on the lives of urban- and rural- dwelling northeasterners

Lesson 6 – A Boat and Bus Tour of the Southeast 

· Understand the importance of the Southeast to the settlement and growth of the United States

· Identify nine important sites in the Southeast

· Trace the path of a tour through the Southeast on a map of the region

· Describe the major physical and constructed features of the Southeast

Lesson 7 – The Effects of Geography on Life in the Southeast

· Gather essential geographic information from maps and images of the Southeast

· List the effects of geography on life in the Southeast

· Illustrate three ways that geography affects life in their own community

Lesson 8 – A Crop Duster Tour of the Midwest

· Understand the importance of farming and industry in the Midwest

· Identify nine important sites in the Midwest

· Trace the path of a crop duster tour through Midwest on a map of the region

· Describe the major natural and constructed features of the Midwest
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	Blackline Assessment:

Lesson 5 

pp. 62 – 65

Lesson 6 

pp. 74 – 77

Lesson 7 

pp. 94 – 97

Lesson 8 

pp. 109 - 112
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Interactive Student Notebook
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	THIRD QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	How did agriculture in the Midwest change from 1800 to today?

What ways have people adapted to the geography in the Southwest?

What are the natural features of the Southwest?

What are the manufactured features of the Southwest?
Why are people attracted to the West?
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	Lesson 9 – Agricultural Changes in the Nation’s Breadbasket

· Identify the changes in average farm sizes from 1800 – 2000

· Describe the different farm technologies in 1800, 1900, 2000

· Explain the differences in farm life from 1800 to 2000

· Use graphs to record statistical information

Lesson 10 – A Big Rig Tour of the Southwest

· Understand the many ways people have adapted to the geography of the Southwest

· Identify nine important sites in the Southwest

· Trace the path of a tour through the Southwest on a map of the region

· Describe the major natural and manufactured features of the Southwest

Lesson 12 – A Van and Airplane Tour of the West
· Understand many reasons why people have been attracted to the West

· Identify nine important sites in the West

· Trace the path of a tour through the West on a map of the region

· Describe the major natural and constructed features of the West
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	Blackline Assessment:

Lesson 9

pp. 134 – 137

Lesson 10 

pp. 157 – 160

Lesson 12

pp. 208 - 211 
	Teacher’s Curriculum Institute ~ Social Studies Alive! Regions of Our Country 

Interactive Student Notebook
Student Handout 
Information Master




	4th QUARTER (9 WEEKS)

	Subject
	Essential Questions
	Content
	Skills
	IL Learning Standards
	Assessment
	Text Resources

	Social Studies
	What geographic features can be found in Illinois?
How did the geography of Illinois influence Illinois’ history and economy?

What eras and historical events happened in Illinois history?
What are the essential aspects of Illinois’s economy?

What are the primary features of Illinois’ government?

How does an idea become a law?


	
	Lesson 14 – Researching Illinois’ Geography
· Identify the major geographic features of Illinois

· Explain how the geography of Illinois has influenced the state’s history and economy

· Create a board game that details the geography of Illinois

Lesson 15 – Researching Illinois’ History

· Identify familiar and famous buildings in Illinois

· Explain the major eras and historical events in Illinois history

· Write a script about a familiar or famous building that tells how the building represents part of Illinois’ history
Lesson 16 – Researching Illinois’ Economy

· Identify the primary economic activities of Illinois

· Explain how the geography and natural resources of Illinois relate to Illinois’s economic activities

· Create a museum exhibit about an important economic activity in Illinois

· Research Illinois’ economy using the Internet, the school library, and other resources
Lesson 17  - Researching Illinois’ Government

· Identify the primary features of Illinois’ government

· Explain how an idea becomes a law in Illinois

· Write a storybook that details how a legislative proposal becomes a new state law
	14.A.2

14.B.2
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15.A.2a
17.A.2a

17.A.2b

17.C.2b

18.B.2a

	Research Project
	Teacher’s Curriculum Institute ~ Social Studies Alive! Regions of Our Country 
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	Standards to be Supplemented

	14.E.2
	Determine and explain the leadership role of the United States in international settings

	14.F.2
	Identify consistencies and inconsistencies between expressed United States political traditions and ideas and actual practices (e.g. freedom of speech, right to bear arms, slavery, voting rights)

	15.A.2a
	Explain how economic systems decide what goods and services are produced, how they are produced, and who consumes them

	15.A.2b
	Describe how incomes reflect choices made about education and careers

	15.A.2c 
	Describe unemployment

	15.B.2a
	Identify factors that affect how consumers make their choices.

	15.B.2b
	Explain the relationship between the quantity of goods/services purchased and their price

	15.B.2c
	Explain that when a choice is made, something else is given up

	15.C.2a
	Describe the relationship between price and quantity supplied of a good or service

	15.C.2b
	Identify and explain examples of competition in the economy

	15.C.2c
	Describe how entrepreneurs take risks in order to produce goods or services

	15.D.2a
	Explain why people and countries voluntarily exchange goods and services

	15.D.2b
	Describe the relationship among specialization, division of labor, productivity of workers, and interdependence among producers and consumers

	15.E.2a
	Explain how and why public goods and services are provided

	15.E.2b 
	Identify which public goods and services are provided by differing levels of government

	16.A.2b
	Compare different stories about a historical figure or event and analyze differences in the portrayals and perspectives they present.

	16.A.2c
	Ask questions and seek answers by collecting and analyzing data from historic documents, images, and other literacy and non-literacy sources

	16.B.2c (US)
	Identify presidential elections that were pivotal in the formation of modern political parties

	16.B.2d (US)
	Identify major political events and leaders within the United States historical eras since the adoption of the Constitution, including the westward expansion, Louisiana Purchase, Civil War, and 20th Century wars as well as the roles of Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin D. Roosevelt

	16.B.2b (W)
	Describe the origins of Western political ideas and institutions (e.g. Greek democracy, Roman republic, Magna Carta, and Common Law, the Enlightenment)

	16.C.2a (US)
	Describe how slavery and indentured servitude influenced the early economy of the United States

	16.C.2a (W)
	Describe the economic consequences of the first agricultural revolution (4000 BCE  - 1000 BCE)

	16.C.2b (W)
	Describe the basic economic systems of the world’s great civilizations including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Aegean/Mediterranean, and Asian Civilizations, 1000 BCE – 500 CE

	16.C.2c (W)
	Describe basic economic changes that led to and resulted from the manorial agricultural system, the industrial revolution, the rise of the capitalism, and the information/communication revolution

	16.D.2 (W)
	Describe the various roles of men, women, and children in the family, at work, and in the community in various time periods and places (e.g., ancient Rome, Medieval Europe, ancient China, Sub Saharan Africa)

	16.E.2b (W)
	Identify individuals and their inventions (e.g., Watt/steam engine, Nobel/TNT, Edison/electric light) which influenced world environmental history

	18.B.2b
	Describe the ways in which institutions meet the needs of society 
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