Biology-Honors 

Rules and Expectations

Mr. Eaton

Course Description: The goal of this course is to give you a better understanding of the structure and function of living things within the natural world.  In this course, we will use a variety of lectures, discussions, readings, laboratory activities, and dissections to help us better understand these processes.  

Required Materials/Supplies

 For this course, I recommend that you have some type of folder or binder to keep notes and handouts, as well as a notebook for note taking and extra paper.  Bring these to class everyday, along with a writing utensil and your textbook.  In addition, any student who brings in a box of Kleenex during the first semester will receive 5 points extra credit.  Feel free to bring in as many boxes as you like, however, you will only receive credit for one box.

Policies
All school wide policies and rules outlined within the handbook will be enforced as well as the following classroom policies:

BE RESPONSIBLE

Tardiness: Do not be late!  Your first tardy to class will result in a minor referral and short conference with me.  Your second offense will result in a minor referral with a 10 minute afterschool detention served with me.  The third offense is the same as the second, however the detention will be 20 minutes.  The fourth, and all subsequent offenses result in a major referral with consequences determined by the dean of students.

Each student will also receive 3 passes to leave during class to be used at their own discretion.  Please be sure to sign in and out each time you leave after receiving permission to leave.  

Absences: If you miss a day of class, it is your responsibility to get any make-up work from me.  In general, for everyday you are gone, you will receive that many days to make up the work assigned during the absence.  HOWEVER, if there is a test or long term project due while you are gone, you will be expected to complete/turn it in the day you return.

Final Exams: According to the handbook, all weighted courses must have a final exam at the end of the semester.  

BE RESPESCTFUL

Respect: In addition to showing respect for those around you, it is especially important to be respectful of your surroundings in a laboratory setting like this.  There are expensive and potentially dangerous supplies stored within the cabinets and drawers, therefore, no one is permitted to open any cabinet or drawer without first getting a teacher’s permission.

It is very important that there is no food or drink in this room as it is in a laboratory setting.  Water in a clear container is fine, but all other food and drink is not allowed.  Offenses will result in minor/major referrals.  

Also, remember, that if I SEE your cell phone, it is considered an offense, even if it is not in use.  It is best to keep it in your locker or car during the day.

Course Outline
1st Quarter


Introduction to Biology, scientific methods, and conversions

Review of microscopes, cells, and cellular processes


Plant structure and function

2nd Quarter


Ecology


Genetics & Heredity

3rd Quarter


History of Life


Natural Selection & Evolution


Microbiology

4th Quarter


Invertebrates (Dissections)

Vertebrates (Dissections)

Scientific Research Projects

In addition to the topics listed above, students enrolled in the Honors section of Biology will be studying the techniques and procedures used to collect and conduct scientific research in professional laboratories and field research.  Students will be reading scientific journals and conducting research projects to better familiarize themselves with these practices.  Material in the Honors sections will also be presented at a quicker pace with less time spent reviewing material from ILS.  Honors sections will also take cumulative midterm exam at the end of each quarter as well as a cumulative final exam at the end of the semester.
CELEBRATE SUCCESS
I wish you the best of luck this semester in Biology.  If there is anything I can do to improve your learning let me know ASAP so that you have the best possible chance of succeeding in this class.  By working together and being respectful and understanding of each other, we can make this a learning experience for everyone.

Good Luck!

Mr. Eaton 

eeaton@rivertonschools.org

Ext. 217
