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Mrs. Viste's Science Classroom Expectations

2010-2011
SUPPLIES NEEDED EVERYDAY:

1 single subject spiral notebook (to be brought to class every day)
1 pocket folder (to be used ONLY for science class)



Pens or pencils (blue or black ink for homework)


Continuous Supply of loose-leaf paper



Red, purple, or other colored pens



Colored pencils or markers (as needed)


1 roll of paper towels



Assignment Notebook

GRADING:

DISTRICT GRADING SCALE

A    90-100




B    80-89




C    70-79




D    60-69




F    59 or below

Your grades in this class are based on points.  Although, the total number of points varies from quarter to quarter, below is an estimate of how points will be distributed.
100 points   
Tests

100 points
Projects
50 points
Quizzes          
70 points
Classwork

100 points
Labs
100 points
Homework

50  points
Participation and notebook checks
HOMEWORK: Homework is collected at the beginning of each class.  Homework is an essential part of science class.  It provides you with time to practice and develop an understanding of skills and concepts you have learned.  I expect all assignments to be completed on time.  I will check to make sure that you write down all assignments in your assignment notebook.  Late homework will need to be made up, but will not receive credit.  A zero will be placed in the grade book.  Please refer to the Student Handbook for more information.  
If you are absent, you will find an absent sheet that lists what was done in class that day and any homework you will need to make up in the Absent Bin.  This sheet will also tell you what day the make-up homework will be due.  You are responsible for copying notes from another classmate into your Science Notebook, and you are responsible for getting work and turning it in by the due date.  
TESTS:  Students will have at least 3 days notice before a test.   Study guides will be given prior to tests. We will also review for any test in class the day before.  Pop quizzes may be given periodically without notice.
SCIENCE QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  It is important to me that you begin to learn the process of science and the steps that scientists take when exploring a question.  To accomplish this goal, each week you will have the assignment of observing a scientific demonstration or researching a science topic.  If there is a demonstration, you need to write up an explanation for what you observed.  This should be in your own words, NOT something you looked up on the internet and cannot understand.  This write up will be due on Friday of each week.  You should write in paragraph form, using complete sentences, correct grammar and punctuation.  Most SQW’s will require at LEAST two paragraphs to be explained thoroughly.  Each SQW will be worth 16 points.

Lab Materials:  Materials that are the property of RMS (computers, glassware, desks, chairs, balances, textbooks, etc.) should be treated with respect.  Usage is a privilege.  Failure to treat materials in an appropriate, responsible manner will result in termination of this privilege.  Breakage of lab equipment may result in a fee to purchase a replacement.
Lab Safety Expectations:  39 Laboratory Safety Rules have been created to ensure a safe and productive learning environment.  These rules exist for the safety of all students and faculty.  Each student, along with their parent/legal guardian, must sign a statement confirming they have read and agree to the lab safety rules.  This form must be completed and turned in to me before the student will be allowed to participate in any lab activities.

DISCIPLINE POLICY

Expectations:

1. Be Respectful!

2. Be Responsible!

3. Be safe!

What does that look like in science class?
1. Talk only when given permission.
2. Follow all directions.
3. Arrive to class on time and prepared with all materials
4. Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
Consequences:


When a student breaks a rule…

1. A “point” will be assigned
2. Earning 5 points in one week span will warrant a lunch detention.
3. More than 5 points in one week will warrant other consequences such as minor/major office referrals, lunch/after school detentions, etc.
**** Any behavior that is disruptive to the learning of other students can result in an immediate minor or major referral.  Severe behavior will result in an immediate referral to the office.
Positives:

1.  Students who do not earn any points during a week will earn additional privileges in class.

2. Classes that do not exceed their point goal for the week will earn class rewards.

CLASSROOM ATMOSPHERE

I expect every student to follow the RMS Discipline Policy but I also expect every student to respect others and themselves.  Everyone has a right to their opinions and beliefs, as well as a right to be heard.  Raise your hand if you have something to share or a question to ask.  Our class is a NO PUT DOWN ZONE!  Everyone’s thoughts are welcomed, respected, and encouraged.  Remember, science class is a place we can all learn from one another.  It is your responsibility to make good decisions so everyone has a good 8th grade year!
