Reading Strategies

Mr. Farnsworth, Room 450

Classroom Expectations

1. Be Responsible
· Bring the materials listed above to class each day
· Stay on task during class
· Use your planner to record daily assignments, test and quizzes, and project due dates
2. Be Respectful
· Be courteous to your classmates and teacher.  
· Keep your hands and feet to yourself
· Use appropriate language
3. Celebrate Success
· Think positively
· Compliment others

Classroom Policies
**No Food or Drink (clear plastic water bottles are acceptable) inside the classroom.

Make-Up Work
· When you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to see me when you return to learn what you missed while you were gone as well as collect any make-up work.  See the Riverton High School Student Handbook for further information.
· When missing class for a school function (i.e. field trip, athletics, etc.) any assignment that is due THAT DAY must be turned in before you leave or after you return THAT DAY.
Late Work
· Assignments may be turned in up to ONE day past the due date for up to 59% credit.
Grading Scale
A+		99-100		C+	78-79		F	59 & below
A		92-98		C	72-77
	A-		90-91		C-	70-71	
	B+		88-89		D+	68-69
	B		82-87		D	62-67
	B-		80-81		D-	60-61


Tardy to Class
· You have FOUR minutes to arrive to class from your previous class.  Any student not inside the classroom when the tardy bell rings will receive a tardy.  See the Riverton High School Student Handbook for subsequent tardy offenses.  Note:  If you think you are going to be tardy to class because you were talking with a teacher, GET A PASS from the teacher.
· PLANNERS must be presented in order to leav the classroom during instructional time.

Discipline
· As mentioned in the classroom expectations, students are to be respectful to everyone in the classroom.  When situation arise where a student chooses not to be respectful, the following actions may be taken:
· Conference with the student
· Parent contact
· Time with teacher outside of class
**Repeated violations of misconduct will result in office referrals being written and parents contacted.
**Flagrant acts of misconduct will result in immediate removal from class with referral to school administration.

Extra Credit
· Extra credit may be available at times during the semester.  All students will be notified in advanced of any extra credit opportunities.

Exam Exemption Policy
· Students may become exempt from taking semester exams by the following ways:
1. No more than TWO absences during the semester.
2. A semester grade average of 90% or higher.

Contact Information
Phone		217-629-6003, ext. 224
Email		bfarnsworth@rivertonschools.org













Reading Strategies
Course Overview

Purpose	To increase students’ reading ability as measured by their *Lexile score, reading fluency, vocabulary knowledge, and to master reading comprehension skills.

Length of Course	One full school year (two semesters).

Materials used	Three types of text will be used throughout the course for instruction: narrative (fiction), non-narrative (non-fiction), and some video.

Materials needed	At all times throughout the year, students will need the following materials each day:

· Fiction book
· Non-fiction text (book, magazine/journal, newspaper, etc.)
· Notebook
· One pocket Folder
· RHS Daily Planner
· Pen/Pencil

Grades		Grades will be determined from the following four areas:

			1. Weekly Independent Practice Work (in class and at home)
			2. Reading requirement per Quarter
3. Comprehension strategy assessments.  Assessments will typically be multiple choice and/or short answer style.
4.  Timed Comprehension checks
5.  Semester Exams

Class Structure	Most class periods will contain:
· 10 minutes of teacher read aloud to build vocabulary knowledge
· 15 minutes of direct instruction on a specific reading strategy
· 15-20 minute work sessions where students are either completing independent work or working in a small group with the teacher.

Student		Small group meeting				Independent Work
Responsibilities/	Students will….				Each week, students will complete…		
Behaviors
			Attend meetings when your group		Reading within his/her *Lexile range 
			is called

			Participate in activities and discussions	2 vocabulary organizers

			Read teacher selected texts			2 comprehension activities

									1 fluency passage
*Each student will have an individual Lexile score. Almost all texts have a lexile level, unless it is written in an unusual format (i.e. Old English). Students will only be expected to complete readings of texts on their own that are at their individual level or capability.  To determine a text’s Lexile range, visit www.lexile.com. 
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