
Independent Writing Ideas – each week, you will have an independent writing assignment. Choose from the following prompts. You may only turn in each activity one time, but may choose from any type of activity each week.

Journal Prompts – each entry must be at least ten sentences in length

1. The strangest day… 

2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3. If you could change one important thing about your hometown, what would you change? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

4. Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

5. It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

6. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Sometimes it is better not to tell the truth. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

7. In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a good idea? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details.

8. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.

9. Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

10. You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either clothes or jewelry you like or tickets to a concert you want to attend. Which would you buy? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

11. Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

12. What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

13. What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

14. Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come from? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

15. What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

16. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

17. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by external appearances. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

18. A company is going to give some money either to support the arts or to protect the environment. Which do you think the company should choose? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

19. Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring outer space (for example, traveling to the Moon and to other planets). Other people disagree and think governments should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of these two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

20. People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of modern life. Some read; some exercise; others work in their gardens. What do you think are the best ways of reducing stress? Use specific details and examples in your answer.

21. You have been told that dormitory rooms at your university must be shared by two students. Would you rather have the university assign a student to share a room with you, or would you rather choose your own roommate? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

22. Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

23. Some people believe that a college or university education should be available to all students. Others believe that higher education should be available only to good students. Discuss these views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why.

24. Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend time with a large number of friends. Compare the advantages of each choice. Which of these two ways of spending time do you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer.

25. Some people think that the family is the most important influence on young adults. Other people think that friends are the most important influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use examples to support your position.

26. People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things; other people learn by reading about things; others learn by listening to people talk about things. Which of these methods of learning is best for you? Use specific examples to support your choice.

27. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should be required to study art and music in high school. Use specific reasons to support your answer.

28. Illinois is one of few states that requires students to take PE during every year of high school.  Is this good or bad? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

29. If you could invent something new, what product would you develop? Use specific details to explain why this invention is needed.

30. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing a game is fun only when you win. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

31. If you could make one important change in a school that you attended, what change would you make? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

32. A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child’s development. What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.

33. Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation each year. Others believe that students should have several short vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

34. Some people prefer to spend their free time outdoors. Other people prefer to spend their leisure time indoors. Would you prefer to be outside or would you prefer to be inside for your leisure activities? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

35. Your school has received a gift of money. What do you think is the best way for your school to spend this money? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

36. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing games teaches us about life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

37. In some countries, people are no longer allowed to smoke in many public places and office buildings. Do you think this is a good rule or a bad rule? Use specific reasons and details to support your position.

38. You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks. Which country would you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

39. In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using technology such as computers or television or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific details to explain your choice.

40. Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year. Do you think these people deserve such high salaries? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

41. You have decided to give several hours of your time each month to improve the community where you live. What is one thing you will do to improve your community? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

42. Your school has enough money to purchase either computers for students or books for the library. Which should your school choose to buy- computers or books? Use specific reasons and examples to support your recommendation.

43. People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why is music important to many people? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

44. Imagine that you are preparing for a trip. You plan to be away from your home for a year. In addition to clothing and personal care items, you can take one additional thing. What would you take and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

45. Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or event would it honor and how would you want people to celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

46. What are some of the qualities of a good parent? Use specific details and examples to explain your answer.

47. Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people treat their birds, cats, or other animals as members of their family. In your opinion, are such relationships good? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

48. You can have anything you want for dinner tonight. Plan your ideal meal, explain how you would prepare it, and give reasons for your choices.

49. What is the best movie you’ve seen or book you’ve read? Describe it and explain why you liked it.

50. Describe a person that is a good role model to young people. This person can be famous or someone you know. 

Story Beginnings – the first sentence is given to you. Finish the story by writing at least ten sentences that follow the tone set in the first sentence.

1. After a long drive, old Mr. Dingleson always liked to clean the exterior of his

car until it was spit spot.

2. Listening to the weather report on the police radio, the family huddled

around a candle in the dark house.

3. The younger students, with their whining and their unzipped jackets, were

driving him/her crazy.

4. The arrival of an alien at dinner was not something Jeffrey could figure out

how to explain. Where should he begin?

5. Eliza winced whenever her mother tried to speak in a “hip” way.

6. Rage built in her/him.

7. Sweetie Jenkins had always flown first class with her Mummy and Daddy.

8. The sound of the far-off train whistle made the gloomy night seem even

scarier.

9. The children realized anxiously that the tide was coming in.

10, Janey hid under the old tractor, staring at the huge muddy wheel, plotting her

revenge.

11. I like to irritate people so very, very much.

12. Even though the aromas of the little house were overwhelmingly wonderful,

she still felt . . .

13. Late-night laughter on a city street always made her nervous.

14. Given the fact that cavities were being filled just feet away, the receptionist in

the dentist’s office seemed far too happy.

15. It depressed him/her, the way his mother sat in the light of the computer all

day. Why was his/her sister so embarrassing?

16. Standing in the hot sun, waiting for Super Express, the fastest roller coaster in

the world, Hannah felt certain that she would . . .

17. Falling in love had once seemed so ridiculous, but now . . .

18. Although he seemed like a normal teenager, Jeff always knew he was different.

19. Lightning split the sky with a flash, so I knew it was coming, but the crash of thunder still made me jump.

20. When the alarm went off, Tara woke up with a start, thinking, “this is the first day of the rest of my life.”
“Not-journal” activities

1. Write your own verse (or verses) to a song you like. You must write at least ten lines, list the name of the song and the name of the performer.

2. Write a letter to your favorite author, musical artist, actor or movie director. Your letter should be at least eight sentences long and include a return address, date, greeting and signature.

3. Design an ad for a product you like (video game, cell phone, clothing, etc.). In your ad, include a picture, a description of the product, a slogan, and reasons people should purchase the product.

4. Write step-by-step instructions on how to make a peanut butter sandwich. Be sure not to forget any steps and be very specific (ex. – twist open the jar, pick up the knife). Check your work by re-reading and imagining the steps in your mind. 

5. Write step-by-step directions showing the reader how to get from Riverton High School to your favorite restaurant in Springfield. Be sure to include street names, directions, approximate distances, and landmarks in your directions.

6. Write a recipe for a treat. If you wish, you may make the food and bring it in to share with the class, then share the recipe with the class so your classmates can make it themselves in the future. You may not choose the same recipe as any other student in this or any other General English classes, so check the recipe with the teacher before beginning.

7. Write directions for creating the best paper airplane. Then, share your directions with the class and see if they can complete the airplane correctly following your instructions. You may not choose the same type of airplane as any other student in this or any other General English classes, so check the airplane type with the teacher before beginning.

8. Write a script for a short play involving characters solving a problem. The play should have at least ten speaking parts. If you wish, you may choose a partner and act out the play in front of the class.

9. Write an article based on a Riverton High School sports event or activity. Attend the game/dance/club meeting/etc. and write an article describing the events as if you were reporting it for the newspaper. The article should be at least ten sentences long and should accurately describe events.

10. Write a movie review. It should be at least ten sentences long, describe the plot, characters and setting (without giving away the ending) and include your opinion.

11. Write an album review. It should be at least ten sentences long, describe the music, lyrics, and any important biographical information and include your opinion.

12. Write a poem. Your poem should be at least ten lines long and include at least three poetic devices. You may write four haiku poems instead if you choose to write in this style.

13. Using personification – write a story about an animal with human characteristics. The story should be at least ten sentences long, and have a clear plot, conflict, and resolution.

14. Advice column – pretend to be Abby of Dear Abby. Give advice to a reader with a problem. Your advice should be at least ten sentences long and deal with a school appropriate topic.

15. Translate for the teacher – take a song (school appropriate) that uses a lot of slang that your teacher might not understand. Re-write the song in words that a teacher would understand so she can see why you think the lyrics are important.

Paired Writing Activities - may complete two per quarter, must be pre-approved by teacher, only one pair may work per week

1. Write a script for a short play with a friend. The play must have at least TWENTY speaking parts. You will act the play out for the class next week. (THIS ACTIVITY MAY BE REPEATED ONCE PER QUARTER USING DIFFERENT PLOTS)

2. Create a board game out of materials available in the classroom. Write directions to the game in complete sentences. Be sure there are at least twelve sentences in your directions and that the game can be played completely following  the directions. The game itself (board, pieces, etc.) should include at least four colors and be done neatly.

3. Create a survey for the class asking them at least five questions in complete sentences. (Ex. Which is your favorite team: the Cubs or the Cards?) You must survey the entire class (one by one) during independent work time. Do not interrupt the guided reading groups. Then, take the information and create a poster to present your results to the class. (THIS ACTIVITY MAY BE REPEATED ONCE PER QUARTER USING DIFFERENT SURVEY QUESTIONS)

4. Write a short story, twenty sentences long, with a partner. Take turns writing sentences, one partner writing in pencil and the other in pen (or use two different colors of pen). The story should have a continuous plot, but should show that each person came up with individual ideas. You may share your story with the class if you choose to do so.  (THIS ACTIVITY MAY BE REPEATED ONCE PER QUARTER USING DIFFERENT PLOTS)

5. Write a biography of your partner. Interview your partner about his/her life and write a ten sentence summary of what you learned. Your partner will do the same. You may share the biographies with the class if BOTH you and your partner wish to do so.  (THIS ACTIVITY MAY BE REPEATED ONCE PER QUARTER USING DIFFERENT PARTNERS)

6. Point/Counter-Point. Pick a controversial topic on which you and your partner disagree. You write a ten sentence argument for one side while your partner writes a ten sentence argument for the other side. Present your arguments to the class (keep them respectful and class appropriate). (THIS ACTIVITY MAY BE REPEATED ONCE PER QUARTER USING DIFFERENT TOPICS)


