Building BIG!
Mrs. Viste’s 8th Grade Science Elective Class

jviste@rivertonschools.org
Ext. 219
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Goals:

· Help students understand and experience the challenges of building on a large scale.
· Assist students in recognizing the importance of science and math in their daily lives.
· Encourage students to think critically and logically.
· Provide students the opportunity to use creativity to solve problems.
· Encourage communication and discussion among students.

Grading:

· Grades will be based on points.
· Points will be earned through students keeping notes, called and Engineer’s Notebook, for each unit of study.
· Points will also be earned through class participation and on-time completion of tasks.

· Homework will not be a major aspect of this class, however, students may be asked to collect certain household supplies for each unit.

Units of Study:

· Foundations of Engineering
· Bridges
· Domes
· Skyscrapers
· Dams

· Tunnels

Expectations:

· Students are required to behave in a mature, responsible manner while working in class. We have reviewed the lab safety rules and expectations in class.
· Students will also be required to be respectful of other students’ ideas.  It is important that this class is experienced as a collaborative effort between groups of students to accomplish challenging tasks.
Discipline Policy:

· All students are required to follow all school and classroom rules.  A student will earn a “point” each time a rule is broken.  5 points=lunch detention.  Additional points will equal minor referrals, detentions, etc.  Any behavior that is extremely disruptive or dangerous can result in an immediate minor or major referral.
Household Materials That are Needed:

· Paper towel tubes

· Toilet paper tubes

· Shoe boxes
· Empty 2 liter bottles with caps

· Newspaper







