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Mrs. Viste’s 8th Grade Science Class

jviste@rivertonschools.org
Ext. 219
Goals:

· To teach lessons that align with the Illinois State Learning Standards

· To assist students in developing critical thinking skills

· To encourage students to become scientifically literate

· To provide meaningful learning experiences which enhance a students’ ability to relate science topics to everyday life.

Homework:

· Homework is collected at the beginning of each class

· Missing homework is counted as a zero.  Please refer to the policy in the Student Handbook if you have any questions.

Weekly Science Questions of the Week:

· Every Monday, students will be shown a demonstration that has a scientific explanation.
· By Friday, students must turn in two paragraphs describing what they observed and infer about the demo.  
· It is not important that students use the exact scientific language to explain the demo.  It IS important that they thought through the process and explained themselves clearly.

Chapter Projects:

· For some of the topics we will be studying, the students will be asked to complete a chapter project.  Students may need to collect materials and/or gather information at home in order to complete the project.
Science Units of Study:

· Metric System and Science Process Skills
· Astronomy (Mission to Mars and Challenger Learning Center field trip)

· Earth Science 

· Weather
Science Lab:

· Students are required to behave in a mature, responsible manner while working in the science lab and should follow all safety procedures.  We have reviewed the lab safety rules and expectations in class.
· Classes that do not follow lab rules will lose lab privileges.
Discipline Policy:

· All students are required to follow all school and classroom rules.  A student will earn a “point” each time a rule is broken.  5 points=lunch detention.  Additional points will equal minor referrals, detentions, etc.  Any behavior that is extremely disruptive or dangerous can result in an immediate minor or major referral.






