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We are currently approaching the home stretch for the 2009-2010 school year.  Unfortunately, the last several months have been dominated by negative publicity about the financial crisis in Illinois and the impact this crisis is having on schools.  This news has overshadowed some amazing things we have going on in our schools every day.  I think it is critical that as we continue to deal with this financial crisis, we keep the perspective that we need to continue to provide the best possible education services to our students.  In my article, I hope to give the most up-to-date news on the financial situation and the impact on our budget.  I also want to provide you with some information on a possible sales tax increase in Sangamon County for facility improvements.
Financial Crisis and Budget Cuts
The State of Illinois is in the midst of a financial crisis.  The current crisis includes the following facts: past and current financial obligations are not being met in all areas; the state has been using over $1,000,000,000 in federal stimulus money to fund state education payments (and they are still behind); the state pension obligations have been deferred for several years, allowing the state liability for these systems to grow at enormous rates and also to grow to a point where they can no longer be ignored; and jobs and programs are being cut in all areas of our state.  Unfortunately, all of these things have resulted in the State of Illinois being in the midst of a $12,000,000,000 debt, with this debt projected to increase by the end of the fiscal year.

In the recent proposed budget by Governor Quinn, Riverton School District is poised to lose over $1,500,000 in revenue from the State of Illinois for next fiscal year.  This type of reduction is devastating for our district.  The school district has always operated on the philosophy that we wanted to maintain adequate reserve fund balances (for a time when we need it) along with providing as many programs and services to students as possible.  That means 
when we were receiving increases in funding from the State of Illinois, we were adding programs and services to make our school better.  Unfortunately, the opposite is true.  In a time where we are facing severe state cuts, we must make some tough decisions to cut back on some programs and services, while using some of the fund balances that we have saved for just this type of situation.   

It’s important to note that the Riverton School District is not overspending.  It’s also important to note that the district has been conservative when taxing local taxpayers as well.  In a recent report from the Sangamon County Clerk’s Office on the 2008 Tax Levy, Riverton has the third lowest tax rate of the districts in Sangamon County.   The overall tax rate includes voter-approved bonds for building projects.  In 2005, the voters of the Riverton School District approved a referendum for the recent school construction project in our district.  Excluding voter-approved bonds, the Riverton School District has the lowest overall tax rate in Sangamon County!

When examining overspending, it is important to look at Operating Expense per Pupil.  This represents the amount the district spends per students.  The 2009 School Report Card indicated that the Riverton School District has an Operating Expense per Pupil of $6,103.  That is compared to a state average of $10,417.  That is a difference of $4,304 per student.  To spend what the average district in the State of Illinois spends, the Riverton District would need to spend an additional $5,810,400 (our total budget is only around $12,000,000).  Riverton is also one of the lowest spending school districts in our area

The district has approached reducing the district budget with several guiding principles: use a portion of the current fund balances to help offset the significant reduction from the state; fund programs that are mandated by the State of Illinois; reduce the budget by cutting some important aspects of the budget for the short term; and reduce staff in places that we feel will have the least impact on the district’s important goals.

Portion of Fund Balances

The school district is projected to have an ending fund balance this year (ending June 30, 2010) of just over $3,000,000.  We have already received notification that we will not be receiving part of our general state aid, and the state is well behind on the grants they have promised to fund for this school year.  We generally receive four payments per year for these grants.  To date, in many of those grants, we have received only two payments so far, and in some cases they were actually the last two payments that were owed to us from last year.  The likelihood that we will receive all of the revenue we were promised when we developed this year’s budget, is very unlikely.  As a result, our ending reserve fund balances will be well under the projected $3,000,000.

Mandated Programs

One of the most common programs that districts are cutting for next year is the non-special education,   Pre-K Program for 3 and 4 year olds.  People ask, “How can schools cuts those programs because they seem so important?”  I think every educator in the State of Illinois would agree that those programs are very important.  These Pre-K programs have also been a priority for the State of Illinois.  Over the past several years, the state has been attempting to fund Pre-K Programs for all kids 3 and 4 years of age. They committed substantial grant funds to directly fund those programs.  Unfortunately, it seems very likely that the State of Illinois will not be providing any grant funds for those programs.  As a result, our district does not feel we can fund that program with our own local funds as we would need to make additional cuts to our mandated K-12 program in order to be able to do that.  Since the funding is uncertain, the district must cut the program now and add it back in if the state does find funds somewhere for that program. If the State does find revenue to fund that program for next year, our district will gladly work to reinstate that program.

Short-Term Budget Cuts
The district has been looking at several cuts that can be done in the short term to try and offset the large reduction in revenue from the state.  Most of these cuts cannot be done for long periods of time; they can only be done for one or two years at most.  Those cuts include:

· Reduction in staff professional development, including the Board of Education

· Reduction in supplies, purchased services, and equipment at all levels

· Reduction in technology expenditures  

· Freeze on all uniform purchases for extra-curricular activities

· Freeze on textbook purchases

· Freeze on bus purchases

· Reduction in the building improvements budget

These cuts are able to save the district around $400,000 for next year’s budget.

Using the Governor’s projected budget for next year, and including the above-mentioned cuts, the district would still be facing a deficit budget of around $1,800,000.  Although the district feels that we need to use our fund balances in these tough times to offset the reductions from the state, we cannot use all our fund balances in one year, especially since the crisis in the State of Illinois will not be fixed in just one year.

Additional Personnel Cuts

In addition to the budget cuts listed above, the Board of Education recently approved the following cuts:

· Reduce 5 Elementary Classroom Positions 

· Reduce 3 Elementary Pre-K Teaching Positions

· Reduce 4 Teacher Overloads 

· Reduce Extended-Day Contracts 

· Reduce Part-Time High School Math Position

· Eliminate High School Home Economics Program

· Eliminate High School English Position

· Eliminate High School Part-Time Science Position

· Reduce High School Reading Coach Half/Full Time

· Reduce Middle School Reading Coach/Intervention Teacher Two Periods
The reduction in the elementary school classroom will still leave the average class size in Grades K-4 below 25 students per class.

District’s Goals
As the district began to look at additional cuts, it was critical that the district first examine the district’s core goals to guide how they made the decision on what programs and services to cut.  The district has four goals:

· Increase student achievement in math and reading

· Increase student achievement in the area of behavior

· Increase student engagement through classroom engagement and also through engaging students through extra-curricular activities

· Professional growth and improvement of workforce
The district continues to look at what additional cuts will be needed to get to a reasonable deficit figure.  
This has not been an easy process and has included many tough decisions.  In the end, the Riverton School District is committed to maintaining the integrity of programs while remaining fiscally responsible in a climate where the State of Illinois has not!

How would the county-wide school facilities sales tax impact CUSD#14?


The Springfield School District and the Chatham School District recently approved a Sales Tax Resolution.  This resolution relates to a lot of the discussion that has been in the Springfield State Journal-Register lately regarding a proposed sales tax increase to fund school district facility projects.  As a result, it is a natural response as a Sangamon County resident to ask, “What would be the impact on me personally and the Riverton School District?”  First of all, no one wants to pay more taxes (especially in this economy), but this feeling is precisely why this concept is extremely beneficial for property tax owners in Sangamon County and the Riverton School District.  Let me explain.


Schools are funded by local property taxes.  When a school needs to build or improve facilities, the school district runs a referendum to ask the voters to raise their own property taxes to pay for the project. Consequently, if the voters approve, the only taxpayers who shoulder the cost are the people who own property in the school district. Therefore, a school district may borrow millions to pay for the project and pay off the bonds over a 20-year period, similar to a home mortgage.  This debt is now on our local property tax owners until it is paid in full over the duration of the loan, plus interest.  The bond payment is automatically levied each year on the property tax bill until it is paid off.  In our case, our school district passed a referendum in 2005 for $8.8 million, which we currently are paying on to the tune of $750,000 a year.  This equates to about 68 cents per $100 of EAV (Equalized Assessed Valuation) on a piece of property.  Therefore, if our tax rate currently is $4.04, it would only be $3.36 if we didn’t have the bonds for the building projects.  This is why a sales tax to be used for bonds to build school facilities or improve school infrastructure would be good for local property tax owners.  The sales tax revenue generated in Springfield and the surrounding businesses in the county from purchases by Springfield area residents, visitors, and tourists would be used to offset our local property tax. Due to our location near the Capitol, along with having several interstate pipelines in our county and tourist attractions, we are in an ideal location to benefit from outsiders offsetting our local property taxes.  Revenues generated from outside sources would go towards paying off existing bonded debt, which lowers our local property taxes and could generate enough revenue to possibly never run a building referendum in the future.  Obviously, we shop in Springfield as well and pay sales tax, so let’s run the numbers and get into the specifics of how this would positively impact us.


First of all, the County Board has the ultimate say in imposing this tax and has a say as to how much the tax would be if it were to pass. Only the county school districts would receive revenue from this tax.  It would only go for the sole purpose of school facilities and to pay off debt associated with school facilities, essentially abating property taxes.  It cannot be used for operating costs or salaries.  In addition, the money follows each student in the county equally – so the more students, the more revenue for the district. For the purpose of explaining the financial impact, we will operate from an assumption of a 1% county sales tax increase.  

What would NOT be taxed?
· Qualifying foods sold at grocery stores

· Drugs / medicines 

· Farm equipment and parts

· Farm inputs

· Cars, Trucks, ATV’s, Boats and RV’s (licensed vehicles)

· Mobile Homes

What are the projected financial implications for Riverton/Spaulding residents? 
· Currently would generate around $693 per pupil in the county

· Equating to almost $1 million in new revenue per year for our school district

· In order to produce that amount of money in property tax, the district would have to raise property taxes by $0.95 per $100 in EAV; the median market value of a home in our county is $114,000 - which would require a $363 property tax increase per year to generate the same amount of money

· That same homeowner would have to spend $36,000+ every year on qualifying taxable items to equal what a property tax increase would have cost; you can multiply that figure based on your own property values, and you will see that it would be extremely difficult, if not improbable, that you would spend that much on consumable and material purchases in Sangamon County to pay that much sales tax year after year
· It is a more equitable manner to fund schools, taking the burden off of just those who own property in the district
· (These estimates are based on the 2008 Tax Levy)

What would the Riverton School District do with the revenue generated?
· Pay off existing building bonds ($8.8 million), essentially lowering property taxes by sharing the expense with people not living in our school district
· Future building projects and infrastructure improvements would be financed with this new revenue stream, not through property taxes in the future

· Annual building improvement budget funds could be moved over to the education fund to pay for educational programs.

Although there are several aspects, including the County Board’s position, that have to be taken into consideration before this concept moves forward in Sangamon County, it is imperative that our community is informed on this issue since it has been discussed a lot lately.  It is my hope that every resident in our community understands the impact of such a proposal on our school and community.  As we are all aware, great schools and facilities increase our property values.  Therefore, the issue is not whether or not we will pay taxes – it is a matter of deciding whether we want to pay for our schools by burdening local taxpayers or share the burden of the cost with those who do not live in our district.  As a property taxpayer myself, I prefer the latter. 

Summer Office Hours:
Elementary School – The office will be open through June 11, from 8:00am-3:00pm; it will reopen July 12 2010.

Middle School – The office will be open through June 11, from 8:00am-3:00pm; it will reopen July 12, 2010.

High School – The office will be open Monday through Friday, from 8:00am-3:00pm.  

District Office – The office will be open Monday through Thursday, from 8:00am–4:00pm.

Registration:  Registration for students attending school in the Riverton School District for the 2010-2011                     school year, will be held from 2:00pm–7:00pm on                                                                          Wednesday, July 14, 2010, at Riverton High School.

NEWS FROM THE NURSE – Heather Wade, RN

April 21 Dental Visit:  Miles of Smiles will be at the Middle School on April 12.  If you signed your child up to see the Dentist at school, please make sure they are in attendance on this date.

Sports Physicals to be Offered at the Middle School on June 28:  We will begin seeing kids at 5:30pm, and the doctor will be here at 6:00pm.  These physicals will be offered for a small fee and will be good until June 2011.  Any student participating in sports is welcome.  

Parents of Kindergarten, 2nd, 6th, and Freshman students can expect to receive a letter about school physicals from me before the end of the year; included will be the forms that your child will need to turn in at the beginning of next year.  Here is a reminder of the appointments you need to make:

· Kindergarteners:  Physical with shots, dental exam, and vision exam (by an eye doctor)

· 2nd Graders:  Dental

· 6th Graders:  Physical (some may need shots, some may not), Dental

· Freshman: Physical with shots

Please remember that if you have questions you may contact me by e-mail at  nurse@rivertonschools.org or leave a message at any of the schools; I’ll return the call as soon as I am able.

NEWSLETTER ALERT:

Please be advised that this will be the LAST Newsletter you will be receiving by mail.  All future Newsletters will be on the school district’s website at www.rivertonschools.org. This decision is not one that was made lightly, but considering current budget restraints, it is a necessary change.  If you do not have access to the internet, please contact your child’s school or the district office (217.629.6009) and request that one be mailed to you.  We certainly appreciate your working with us on implementing this change in procedure.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Kelly Fraase, Assistant Principal

RES Celebrates Arts in Education Week!

The four fine arts of music, drama, dance, and visual arts will be celebrated during the week of March 29 – April 1. This is a special week designated in our state to honor the arts and arts education in our schools. The theme for this year is Dream Big Through the Arts. Specialist teachers have organized special speakers, performances, and activities with an arts focus for students to enjoy throughout the week. Members of the Illinois Symphony will perform for us, as well as groups from the high school and middle school. Our own pottery expert, Mrs. Sutton, will demonstrate her pottery wheel, and other friends will share their arts experiences. We are hoping to encourage all students to Dream Big Through the Arts.

Open House 

Riverton Elementary School will be hosting its annual Open House on April 15, from 6:00–7:30pm.  We would like all of our students, parents, and community members to join us for this event.  It is a great opportunity to see what the students at RES have been learning throughout the year.  There will be many displays of student work, musical performances by our Kindergarteners, and much, much more.  We hope to see you on April 15th!

Fairgrounds Day

All students in grades K-4 will enjoy a day at Adventure Village at the Illinois State Fairgrounds on May27.  More information regarding this event will be sent home with students closer to the event.  

Music News (by Mrs. Armintrout) 


In keeping with our Open House theme of learning about the world, Kindergarten students will sing a “Hello” to everyone that comes to hear us, in French, Spanish, Chinese, Swahili, and several more languages.  We have learned to sing and sign Kum ba yah from Africa, and will play some non-pitched percussion (even the djembe) on the chant Fanga. We will perform throughout the evening in the elementary cafeteria beginning at 6:00pm. Please join us at any time.

Fourth graders are rehearsing for their performance on the stage of the high school auditorium. On Tuesday, May 18, at 6:30pm, students will present Kids Are Kids the Whole World Round. It doesn’t matter if we speak different languages, or have different color skin, or even dress differently. We all started out as KIDS! Fourth graders are encouraged to dress like kids from all over the world. Join us for this fun night.

Integrated Arts (by Mrs. Becker)
Do you think art has the power to change the world? Fourth grade Integrated Arts students are hoping their art will make a difference in the lives of Haitian people as they embark on the Houses for Haiti Project.  This project was started by two art teachers from Coconut Creek, Florida in response to the recent devastating earthquake in Haiti. The project has quickly spread to art classes around the nation, and our 4th graders were anxious to share their artistic talents for the cause. Students are building and designing tiny houses out of cardboard and turning them into pins and magnets that will be sold at our upcoming Open House. All of the proceeds raised from selling our houses will be donated to the American Red Cross for Haiti relief efforts.  As of March 8, over $143,000 dollars had been raised through the Houses for Haiti project, a fine example of the power of art! We are looking forward to contributing our funds to this total. Our Haiti houses will be for sale for $2 each during our Riverton Elementary School Open House on Thursday, April 15, from 6:00–7:30pm in the Integrated Arts room and in the gym during the Book Fair. Please come out and support our RES 4th graders and their efforts to make a difference in the lives of people in Haiti. If you would like more information about the Houses for Haiti project, please visit www.haitihouses.org.

Library News (by Mrs. Pulliam) 

We have been having a fabulous year!  Fourth graders are setting goals for themselves as readers; many took it upon themselves to read several of the Monarch books (books up for the Illinois award) and got to vote for their favorite.  I read the books aloud to the other grades, and they voted as well.  Our school’s winner was Scaredy Squirrel.  Over 850 schools participate in the voting process, so we will know soon what the state winner is.  Second and 3rd graders are doing plays and choral readings to help them work on fluency and expression.  First graders are learning about early chapter books such as Henry and Mudge, Captain Underpants, and Junie B. Jones.  

We had many students read for six hours to earn that FREE ticket to Six Flags!  Those tickets will arrive sometime in May and will be given to each participating student with a note to take home.  Look for an article in The Elements telling you to watch for the tickets in your child’s take home folder.


We gave away over 200 RIF (Reading Is Fundamental) books in February to 3rd and 4th graders, and the kids are already looking forward to the next RIF day in May.  The students always look forward to choosing a free book from RIF.  I would like to thank our PEP Committee for donating $1.00 per student to help cover the cost of the books.

***Remember reading to your child and then asking them questions is a sure fire way to help them perform better academically.  Reading books that are above their reading level aloud to them increases the vocabulary development that is critical to academic success.  Children who discuss what they read become better readers, writers, and speakers.

Multimedia Studio  (by Mr. Oesch)
With warmer days upon us, it’s that time of the year when spring opens up all kinds of opportunity for creating outdoor memories.  As an advocate for wise and moderate use of multimedia/technology, I wish to remind and encourage parents to monitor their children’s use of family “screen time” and include and encourage more family “green time.”  There is great responsibility in teaching children about the influence of multimedia in our lives.  One of those responsibilities is to create a healthy balance of exposure to and shelter from these influential mediums.  

Introducing careers in technology/media and how these careers shape our culture is explored during this final nine weeks.  It’s also a time when the students focus on the proper handling and use of cameras, tripods, lighting, sound equipment, and video editors.  Planning, preparation, research, and team cooperation becomes extremely important for accomplishing tasks and completing assigned multimedia projects.  The introduction and practice of basic keyboarding skills coincides with efforts to finish ongoing projects. Students are encouraged to use their Gaggle e-mail accounts for communicating with their teachers, parents, and friends throughout the school year and summer break. 

Physical Education News (by Mr. Hindert) 

I can’t believe it has been over three months since Mr. Landgrebe retired, and I took over in Physical Education for Riverton Elementary School.  I’m really enjoying getting to know all the students of the school.   Please make sure your child comes to school with shoes that will stay on during the many activities during class.  Loosely tied shoes tend to come off the feet when they are playing soccer and could hurt another student.  Be Responsible, Be Respectful, and Be Safe …
Reading News (by Mrs. Held, Mrs. Young, Mrs. Henry, Mrs. Sutton, and Mrs. Theilen)
Reading comprehension, or the ability to understand and talk about what you read, continues to be a focus at the elementary school.  We are teaching our students that there are different purposes for reading.  Sometimes you read for pleasure, and sometimes you read to learn.  We are learning how to become active readers who think while they are reading.  In the last issue of the district newsletter, we talked about how readers actively think about predicting, summarizing, and making connections to what we read.  

As the year has moved on, students have continued to practice those reading strategies; we have also learned a few more reading strategies.  In February and March, readers learned to make inferences in text.   An inference is a decision the reader makes based on clues in the story.  For example, if the story said “the boy frowned and stomped his feet when he saw the raincloud outside” and in the picture he was holding his baseball glove and bat, the reader could infer that he was mad he couldn’t go outside and play baseball.

In April, readers will learn to ask questions as they read.  Questioning is an important reading strategy that helps our brains stay active when we read.  Before, during, and after reading a story,  readers ask themselves questions and answer them.  You don’t have to wait until the end of the story to answer the question.  You can answer them as you go and keep your brain active!  

In May we will all be practicing imaging as we read.  When we read fiction books, we use sensory imagery to paint a picture of the story.  For example, if the poem said “in the misty woods the trickling stream shimmered down the hill” the reader could describe all they see, hear, smell, taste, and touch as if they were really there experiencing it all.  With nonfiction text, we will use conceptual imagery to help us remember the important points in the text.    

Pre-Kindergarten News (by Mrs. Pickrell, Miss. McMahon, Mrs. Trickey, Miss. Isaak, Mrs. Brusky)
In April, Pre-K’s unit of study will be growing.  The U of I Extension Center will be providing each of the classrooms with an incubator and eggs, and each classroom will be hatching chickens.  Our Easter egg hunt will be held on Thursday, April 1.  Pre-K is also planning a trip to the Riverton Fire Department.  A parent night is also being planned for April.  Parents can come and learn all about job opportunities, get help on their resumes, and receive helpful tips on job interviewing.  Childcare and a meal will be provided.  More information will be coming soon!  Pre-K’s last day will be Wednesday, May 26.   

Kindergarten News (by Miss. Little, Mrs. Distlehorst, Ms. Zanger, Miss. Ethell and Miss. Pallante)
It’s hard to believe the last quarter of Kindergarten is here!  Kindergarteners have worked hard this year to gain so much knowledge, and the end is near.  We have one final quarter to master reading, math, writing, and science skills before starting 1st grade!  

Kindergarteners have been learning to be good citizens.  They have been working in guided reading groups to practice reading comprehension strategies like predicting, summarizing, and connecting.  Students are working hard on reading accurately and using picture clues to decode words.  Our goal is for every student to read at a DRA Level 3 or higher by the end of the year.  Be sure to look at your child’s progress on the report card. 

In math, students should be counting from 0 to 100, counting backwards from 20 to 0, understanding numbers 0 to 30, counting pennies, recognizing the penny, nickel, dime, and quarter, and exploring AB, ABB, ABC, and AAB patterns.  

During fourth quarter in science, we will learn all about Africa as we prepare for Open House!  We will be learning all about living things such as plants, insects, frogs, animals, life cycles, habitats, and climate.

Thank you to all the families who sent items and/or attended the Valentine’s Day Party!  It was a great success!  We also enjoyed our trip to Junie B. Jones at Sangamon Auditorium.  Kindergarten students were very well behaved!  Thank you for reading to your Kindergarteners and sharing stories with them.  We appreciate the continued reading, writing, and number practice that our families provide.  Your help at home makes a world of difference to their academic success!  

1st Grade News (by Miss. Luken, Miss. Smith, Miss. Dolbeare, Mrs. Mack and Mrs. Patton)

Spring is here and 1st grade is enjoying the warm weather that allows us to play outside again. Students are doing a great job of inferring each time we read a story. We will be transitioning to the skill of questioning soon. Please continue to work on predicting, summarizing, and connecting with your child at home. We are starting a new theme titled Special Friends in reading. We will read many stories about friends over the next several weeks. In writing, we will soon be starting our research papers on animals. We will work on these for the remainder of the school year. In science, we are going to start studying animals and other living things. Please start working with your child to think of an animal he or she would like to make out of a box. More details on this project will be sent home during the quarter. In social studies, we are going to start looking at different parts of the world. Be sure to come to Open House to find out what continent your child has been learning about. In Rocket Math, children should be working their way to the end-of-the-year goal of addition letter J. In math, we are studying money, place value, and fractions. Going to the store is a great time for you to help your child practice counting money and making change. We are looking forward to our upcoming trip to the Decatur Children’s Museum and Zoo. Look for the permission slip for our trip to be sent home in the upcoming weeks!

2nd Grade News (by Mrs. Jerszynski, Mrs. Mitchelson, Mrs. Worley, Mrs. Painter, and Mrs. Nehman) 

It’s hard to believe that we are beginning the last quarter of this school year.  The students in 2nd grade have truly blossomed as readers, writers, and mathematicians.  This quarter will bring the final skills and strategies needed to ready the students for the transition into 3rd grade.  As we move into fourth quarter, we will finish our Family Time theme in shared reading and then begin our final theme of Talent Show. Inferring will continue to be our focus during comprehension instruction; and we will move into Questioning instruction during the month of April. In math we will explore standard and non-standard units of measurement.  The students will revisit money concepts, telling time, graphing, addition, and subtraction facts.  Science time will find us learning about light and color and in social studies we are studying Mexico and are excited to show you what we’ve learned at Open House on Thursday, April 15!

In April, the 2nd graders will celebrate National Poetry Month by reading and writing a variety of poems.  Through this unit of study, we will focus on building fluency and recognizing rhythm and rhyme.  Every student should still be reading 15–20 minutes every evening.  Thank you for your continued efforts in building a life-long reader.  

3rd Grade News (by Mrs. Bonner, Miss. Yale, Mrs. Scranton, Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Weber)
We are so happy to be done with the ISAT!!!!  The children all worked very hard, and we are so proud of them.  You can expect detailed explanations of your child’s results in the fall.  In reading, the two comprehension skills we will finish up the year with are imagining (using words to paint pictures) and questioning (asking questions as you read to make sure you understand the text).  The 3rd graders really enjoyed the field trip to the Botanical Gardens!  In April, we are beginning our earth conservation unit.  Throughout this unit, we will learn about ways to protect our earth.  The students will get to go on another field trip to the recycling center.  In writing, we will be working on writing a persuasive essay, narrative story, and written forms of communication.  In math, we will be working on fractions, multiplication and division, collecting data, and probability.  Please continue to support your child with homework completion and responsibility.  In preparation for 4th grade you will see your child using cursive more.  Thank you for supporting your child’s education!

4th Grade News (by Mrs. Darnell, Mrs. Mendenhall, Mrs. Kirby, Mrs. Sloman and Mrs. Watson)

Fourth quarter is going to be a busy and exciting time in the 4th grade.  We will kick-off our study of Illinois with a trip to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum.  On this trip, we will learn about Lincoln’s life and how he has helped to shape the history of Illinois.  We will also be visiting the New State Capitol, Old State Capitol, Lincoln’s Home, and Lincoln’s Tomb on one of our field trips.  We will then visit New Salem State Park.  All of our field trips will enhance our Illinois studies.  We will continue to meet our objectives in math, reading, and writing as well – all with the goal of preparing our students to “graduate” from RES and transition into the exciting world of MIDDLE SCHOOL!
Student Assistance/Parent involvement PEP (by Mrs. Grieve)
   Student Appreciation Community Carnival:  In the fall of 2009, our PEP/PTO organization, along with Riverton Elementary School students sold Clubs Choice Products to raise money for our school.   To show appreciation for their efforts, PEP (Parent Educator Partnership) and Clubs Choice will provide a free Community Carnival for our elementary students and their families.  The fun begins at 5:00pm, Friday, April 9, at the high school … and lasts until 7:30pm.  Come and enjoy sliding on giant slides, climbing through the obstacle course, jumping in the moonwalk, walking in the cake walk, and playing carnival games!  We even have face painting and balloon animals!  All students must be supervised by an adult.  Come join the fun Friday, April 9!  

   Teacher Appreciation week is May 3-7! During this week, we have the opportunity to recognize the dedication and wonderful work of our teachers and other staff members.  Mark your calendars.

	


MIDDLE SCHOOL
Fred Lamkey, Principal

Cell Phones at School: We continue to see students misusing cell phones at school.  Cell phones may be brought to school.  Phones must remain off and in the student’s locker or book bag during the school day.  When cell phones are confiscated, parents must come to school to retrieve the phone for the student.  Please review the handbook expectations with your student so we can have a “ring0free” fourth quarter!

Progress Reports:  Progress reports for the fourth quarter will be sent home on Friday, April 30.  If you have questions or concerns with your child’s progress, be sure to contact teachers during team time (6th Grade – 9:25- 10:05am, 5th Grade – 11:40am-12:22pm, 7th Grade –1:10-1:45pm, 8th Grade – 8:00-8:45am).

A.C.E. Awards Banquet:  The A.C.E Awards Banquet will be held Wednesday, May 5.  A.C.E. stands for academic, citizenship, and extra-curricular.  The middle school staff selects the top five 8th Grade students who meet the A.C.E. criteria.  Those students then are honored at a luncheon in Springfield that is attended by all of the county schools.

ISAT Exams:  ISAT exams have come and gone once again!  Our teachers are very proud of our student’s effort during the two weeks of exams.  Students in 5th through 8th grade were tested in the areas of reading, writing, and math, while 7th Grade students were also tested in science, but not in writing.  We hope to have results back before the end of the school year.

Spring Open House:  The RMS Spring Open House will be held on Thursday, May 6, at the middle school.  All four grade levels will be participating in the event with displays and activities for all.  This is a great opportunity for parents to check out what their middle school student has been working on this school year.  Dinner will be served, and activities such as face painting and karaoke will guarantee a fun evening for all who attend!

DARE Graduation:  Fifth Grade students will be honored in a DARE Graduation Ceremony.  All 5th Grade students have participated in a drug education program during the school year, taught by Officer Jim Lawley.  Each 5th Grade student has made a promise to themselves to remain drug-free.  All 5th Grade parents are invited to attend.  Information about the date and time will be sent home with your student.
End-of-the-Year Activities: Following is a schedule of how the end-of-the-year calendar looks: 

    Thursday, May 27 - Regular School Day; 8th Grade End -of-the-Year Reward Trip

    Tuesday, June 1 – Regular School Day; 8th Grade Promotion Practice/Pictures; 8th Grade Promotion (7:00pm)

    Wednesday, June 2 – Teacher Institute – No Student Attendance

    Thursday, June 3 – Last Day of School (student dismissal at 8:25am)

RMS Spring Yearbook Sales:  The RMS yearbooks will be distributed on Friday, May 28.  There will be extra books on sale for any student who did not pre-order their books in the fall.  The extra books will cost $25 and can be paid using, cash, check, or money order.  Please make all checks payable to Riverton Middle School.  

Spelling Bee:  Congratulations to the following students who competed in the Sangamon County Spelling Bee in Pawnee on February 26.  These students won their grade- level bees at the middle school to earn their spots at the county bee.  

5th Grade – Jonathan Reed Wood, Kassie Power, Moetz Little (Alt); 6th Grade – Grace Melton, Brennan Fry, Micheala Richards (Alt); 7th Grade – Michael Shereda, Shirna Coffman; 8th Grade – Morgan Green, Heather Dyer, Hanna Paoni (Alt).

Michael Shereda placed 1st in the Sangamon County Bee and went on to the Regional Spelling Bee that was held in Springfield.  Michael placed 2nd in the Regional Bee.  Congratulations, Michael, on doing a great job at Regionals!
6th Grade News:  What’s the probability that the 6th grade will be very busy during the fourth quarter?  Very HIGH…and that’s a good thing for the 6th grade!

The fourth quarter brings a whirlwind of activity for the 6th grade.  We start with our “Courage in the Face of Change” unit in Reading and Social Studies.  We will be reading Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry as our anchor book, and then we will read Literary Circle books related to the unit.  As we read, we will be connecting and inferring along the way.  In Social Studies, “Courage in the Face of Change” will be explored by reading and learning about the history of Europe, WWII, and the Holocaust.

 
The tradition of 6th graders writing a book about a Riverton 1st grader continues in the fourth quarter.  Students will interview a 1st grader and then write, edit, and illustrate a book for their designated 1st grader.  This process takes the entire fourth quarter and culminates in a book sharing day with their 1st grader in late May.  It is a labor intensive job, but well worth the experience of becoming an author.

 
In Math, the students will investigate probability through playing various games. The students will also continue working with fractions and ratios in the fourth quarter.  To end the year, the students will work with algebra. 

Our final reward trip will be to Knight’s Action Park at the end of the year.  We also have more “Out of the Blue Days” for the quarter.  More information will follow.

So… the probability is HIGH that the 6th grade will be busy and will have some fun during the fourth quarter!  Whew!
7th Grade News:  
Presidents’ Day – The students observed Presidents’ Day by researching a United States President of their choice. Some interesting firsts were uncovered.

Presidential Firsts

· Rode on a railroad train: Andrew Jackson

· Was photographed in the White House: Abraham Lincoln

· Used a telephone in the White House: Rutherford Hayes

· Used electric lights in the White House: Benjamin Harrison

· Campaigned by telephone: William McKinley

· Bought first plane for the military: Theodore Roosevelt

· Appeared on television: Franklin Roosevelt

· Flew in a helicopter: Dwight Eisenhower

· Talked to an astronaut who was on the moon: Richard Nixon 

The Eight Parts of Speech Raps - Creative ways to learn the eight parts of speech abound in writing class. Students chose groups and created skits spotlighting nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, prepositions, interjections, conjunctions, and adverbs! The performances began Friday, March 12!

Tessellations - A tessellation is created when a shape is repeated over and over again covering a plane without any gaps or overlaps.  A dictionary* will tell you that the word "tessellate" means to form or arrange small squares in a checkered or mosaic pattern. The word "tessellate" is derived from the Ionic version of the Greek word "tesseres," which in English means "four."   Students are creating their very own tessellations in math. Students were given a rectangle to begin their masterpieces. They were to design their own pattern from that template. The quadrilaterals range from palm trees to Riverton Hawks!
8th Grade News: This spring in history, the students will be studying topics such as, the Vietnam War, Kennedy Assassination, Watergate Scandal, and other events leading up to present day. In science, students will be learning about weather patterns, severe weather, and climate. Reading classes will be focusing on various reading strategies including connecting and inferring. In writing, students will be entering a speech unit in which they will give at least four different types of speeches. Math students will be focusing on several pre-algebra chapters involving multiplying and dividing of monomials, factoring, and writing, and graphing linear equations. Algebra students will continue focusing on factoring of polynomials and beginning work with radicals. Eighth grade students can also look forward to a career day this spring in which people from various occupations will discuss their field and profession. Students may also look forward to our Six Flags trip on May 27. To attend this reward trip, students must meet all requirements specified in the handbook. 

Greetings from the RMS Choir Room!!  
The last half of the year for the RMS choirs is busy with contests, concerts, and the musical!  Several of the students have been hard at work, preparing for their contests and concerts, and even more of them are working on perfecting the musical, “Once Upon a Mattress Jr.”, which will be performed on Friday and Saturday, May 14 and 15, at 7:00pm in the Riverton Fine Arts Center.  If you would like to help in any way, with selling tickets, publicity, or any other area, please feel free to call me at school, and we will sign you up!  Tickets will be $7.00 for adults and $5.00 for seniors and students.  They will go on sale at the end of April, so be looking for those dates!  


Several students participated in SEMA, which is an area middle school contest that we hosted.  Students selected a solo or ensemble song, worked on it, and then on Saturday, February 27, they performed their selection in front of a judge who rated them.  Out of 60 events taken, we received 40 1st place ratings, 19 2nd place ratings and 1 3rd place rating.  The students did a great job, and we are all proud of RMS and the talent we have here!!


Listed below are the dates of the remaining concerts.  If you have any questions, please call!  The dates marked with ‘*’ are required choir events.

· *March 30 - Choir trip to RES for Fine Arts Festival (during school)

· April 11 - Choir trip to St. Louis to see “Legally Blonde, the Musical!”
· May 14-15 - RMS Musical, “Once Upon a Mattress Jr.” - 7:00pm, at RHS Fine Arts Center
· *May 23 - Fine Arts Festival, 2:00-6:00pm, at RHS Fine Arts Center
Mrs. Pinter (
HIGH SCHOOL
Bill Lamkey, Principal
Final Exam Schedule:  
	Tuesday, June 1
	Time
	Wednesday, June 2

	Period 1 Finals
	8:20–9:40am
	Period 2 Finals

	Period 3 Finals
	9:45–11:05am
	Period 4 Finals

	Lunch
	11:10am–12:10pm
	Lunch

	Period 5 Finals
	12:15–1:35pm
	Period 6 Finals

	Period 7 Finals
	1:40–3:00pm
	2:15pm Dismissal

Make-Up Exams


Exam periods are one hour and 20 minutes in length.  All students must attend all classes during final exam days.  Students with 6th hour PE or study hall may be excused on Tuesday at 11:10am provided they have a note from their parent to their 6th hour teacher. 

The cafeteria will be open for lunches.  Freshmen are required to remain in the building during the lunch period.  Grades 10-12 have an open lunch and may leave the building.  The CACC bus will leave at the regularly scheduled time each day.

Senior Finals/Graduation:  Seniors will take their final exams on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 25 and 26.  High School Graduation will be held on Sunday, May 30, beginning at 2:00pm in the Hawk Center.  All graduates should arrive no later than 1:30pm.  A mandatory graduation practice will be held for all graduating seniors on Friday, May 28, beginning at 8:30am.  Graduates must be in attendance if they plan on going through the ceremony.

National Honor Society/Academic Awards Night:  The RHS National Honor Society induction ceremony will be held at 6:00pm, Tuesday, May 11.  Our annual Academic Awards Night will begin at 7:00pm, following the induction.  Both events will be held in the auditorium.

Spring Music Concerts:  Spring music concerts will be held on May 23.  Middle school band and chorus concerts will begin at 1:00pm while, middle school and high school choral concerts will begin at 4:00pm.   The Annual High School Thespian/Chorus Farewell Concert will be held on Friday, May 28, in the Fine Arts Center.

Prairie State Achievement Exams (PSAE):  The Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE) will be given to the juniors on April 28th and 29th.  The PSAE consists of many different tests: the ACT test, Work Keys Applied Mathematics, Work Keys Reading for Information, Illinois State Board of Education developed Science and Social Science.  The State Board of Education puts a lot of weight on these exams.  Please be sure that your child is in attendance on both of these days.  Make-up exams are very difficult to administer.

Due to the fact that the ACT is a part of the PSAE, universities in Illinois, and now the whole nation, will accept these ACT scores for college admission.  The Illinois Student Assistance Commission also accepts these scores for Illinois State Scholars and other state-sponsored scholarships.  The NCAA will now accept these scores for the NCAA Clearinghouse.  This is a change from the past.  Should you have questions, please call Mrs. Penk, in the Guidance Office, at 629.6003, Ext 52.

Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE) Practice Tests:  PSAE practice tests have been linked to the high school’s website.  Be sure you are at the high school’s site, and go to the “Counselor’s” tab; and then testing.  Just click on “PSAE - read more”, and you will see several links to practice tests for the ACT and Work Keys.  Please share this with your junior student.  The juniors will be practicing in class, but any extra practice is always helpful.  

2010-2011 Student Schedule Confirmation:  Student class schedules will be mailed out to parents in early May.  At that time, we would ask that parents and students review their classes.  If changes need to be made, we would ask that students and/or parents contact the counselors before summer break.  This will alleviate major congestion in their offices as we begin the new school year.

Prom 2010:  This year’s prom will be held on May 8, beginning at 7:30pm, at the Springfield Hilton.  The promenade and crowning of the king and queen will take place in the high school auditorium at 4:00pm.  After-Prom will be held at the high school, beginning at around midnight.  The After-Prom Parent’s Committee has been working diligently this year to provide a lot of fun and prizes for prom goers.  Make sure your child signs up in the weeks before prom!

Parents’ Advisory Meeting:  The final High School Parents’ Advisory Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 21, beginning at 6:00pm in the high school library.  

Honor Roll Breakfast:  The high school’s annual Honor Roll Breakfast will be held on Thursday, April 8, beginning at 7:45am, at the KC Hall in Riverton.  Eligible students will need to provide their own transportation to the event.  RHS will provide bus service back to the school following the breakfast.

ACT:  Juniors and seniors who would like to retake the ACT may still sign up for the June 12 test date.  The last date to register is May 7; late registration is May 21.

Practice tests for the ACT are available at www.ACTstudent.org .  You can also get to this site from the “Counselor’s” tab on the high school’s website, under testing.
Financial Aid Forms (FAFSA):  FAFSA on the Web forms are available on-line for seniors who are planning to attend college next fall.  Mrs. Penk encourages you or your child to visit the “Financial Aid” tab on the high school’s website (under the “Counselor’s” tab) if you have not already done so.  You should fill out the form even if you feel you are not eligible for financial aid.  Many schools will give money just for filing.

College Zone:  www.collegezone.com is the Illinois Student Assistance Commission’s website.  Mrs. Penk has personally found this sight to be very informative and feels it is very helpful for parents and students.  There is a place where parents may sign up for e-messaging and receive the latest news and updates regarding financial aid.  She encourages all parents to sign up for this if they have access to the internet and/or email.

3rd Annual Mini College Fair:  Riverton High School will again sponsor their annual Mini College Fair for juniors on April 7.  This fair will be held at Riverton High School in the Fine Arts Center.  The event will take place from 6:30-8:00pm.   Around 30 area colleges have been invited to participate.

Guidance Office:  Classes are split within the Guidance Office.  Mrs. Penk works with juniors and seniors.  Mrs. Sturdy works with freshmen and sophomores.  If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to contact that office.  Feel free to call 629.6003, or e-mail as listed below.
   Nancy Penk - npenk@rivertonschools.org
   Tamara Sturdy - tsturdy@rivertonschoools.org
New Student Registration:  New students may schedule an appointment on July 14 to register on July 22.  Forms may be filled out on July 14.  You may call the office at 629.6003 to schedule a time to register on Thursday, July 22.  If this date does not work, a time will be set that will work with your schedule.  All new high school students should bring a transcript from their previous school in order to register successfully.  All new students to the district must have a physical examination record on file with the school.  Parents new to the district will need to submit proof of residency.  Proof of residency is required to deter non-residents from enrolling their children in the high school.

Driver’s Education:  The Secretary of State sent out this important notice to all driver’s education teachers in the state.  Students eligible to receive their license this spring and summer will need to look at this important notice.  

Due to computer maintenance, new drivers will not be able to receive their license on these holiday weekends:

· May 29-30 - Memorial Day weekend

· July 3-4 - Independence Day weekend

The computer maintenance will be performed from the Saturday at 12:01am until 5:00am on the Monday of the holiday.

In other news . . . This semester in the classroom the students are periodically surveyed on their seatbelt usage.  The students are given a scenario and asked if they would wear their seatbelt.  The scenario is essentially a 10 minute drive to a local business.  Check the driver’s ed webpage to see our progress.  Here are the numbers so far of students who would definitely wear their seatbelt:

· January 29 - 82%

· March 5 - 88%

BUCKLE UP!

High School Musical:  Riverton High School will present  Disney’s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST in the high school auditorium on April 23 and 24, at 7:30pm, and on April 25,  at 2:00pm.

This musical has become Broadway's modern classic! Based on the Academy-Award winning animated feature, the stage version of Disney's BEAUTY AND THE BEAST includes all of the wonderful songs written for the movie, along with several delightful new songs. The audience will be transported to the heart of provincial life in a lovely French town. When Maurice becomes lost in the woods on the way to the fair, he seeks shelter in an old castle, but the master of the castle is a horrible beast that takes him captive. Maurice's daughter, Belle, must then give up her freedom to save his life. Belle's taming of the unfortunate Beast and his ultimate transformation back into a handsome prince enthralled Broadway audiences for over 13 years. This "tale as old as time" is filled with spectacular costumes and sets, along with delightful choreography. With a cast of 60 high school students, it should prove to be a spectacular event. Loved by young and old alike Disney's BEAUTY AND THE BEAST offers a great opportunity to bring our entire community together for family theatre at its best.  Please mark your calendars and plan to join us on April 23, 24, and 25.
High School Yearbook Orders:  Students who ordered a 2009-2010 RHS yearbook should have received a bill from Jostens.  Students who forgot to order may do so online at www.jostensyearbooks.com.   Payment must be received at the Jostens Billing Center no later than April 25.   Please send your payment on time.  If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Holliday at the high school during school hours (629.6003, Ext 209).  The Jostens’ customer service phone number for questions about yearbook orders or changes in orders is 866.282.1516 or www.jostensyearbooks.com.  You may pay by check or credit card.  There are a few extra copies of the 2008-2009 yearbooks available for $55 (cash only).

Class of 2010 Senior Pictures:  The members of the Class of 2010 will have a meeting in May with Grussenmeyer’s Class Act Photography of Springfield, the official school photographer for senior pictures for the yearbook.  They will each be given information about their senior picture.  Students must get the picture for the yearbook taken at Grussenmeyer’s Class Act Photography, 484 S. Durkin Drive, in Springfield (787.4947).  Senior photos must be taken by the last Saturday in October.  There is a nominal charge for the headshot pose for the yearbook.  This will supply a picture for the yearbook and also a picture for the class composite that will hang in the hallway of RHS.  Please make sure the office has your current home address and phone number for contact purposes.   Grussenmeyer’s Class Act Photography will be mailing out information to all seniors.  We encourage seniors to get in over summer break for their pictures.  Seniors can make appointments as soon as school is out.   

Senior Cap and Gown Pictures:  All seniors need to bring their cap and gown for a class graduation photo immediately after graduation practice in the new gym.  Seniors may also have an individual picture taken in their cap and gown.  Grussenmeyer’s Class Act Photography will have a background set up.   They will also be offering pictures of seniors receiving their diplomas.  We will be mailing order forms to all seniors for the cap and gown and diploma pictures.     

Graduation Videos:  Mrs. Holliday will be taping the Class of 2010 graduation.  Order forms will be mailed out in May.  The price for the video is $15 for VHS and $20 for a DVD; payment must accompany the order.  Please make checks payable to Riverton High School.  Videos will be available to pick up in the high school office approximately three weeks after graduation.  Orders and payments can be left with the secretaries after school is out.

High School Library:  All overdue library materials need to be turned in and fines paid before the end of the school year.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
APRIL 2010
1
ES 4th Grade Field Trip to Lincoln Sites

Report Cards Issued


MS Track Co-Ed @ Auburn – 4:15pm


HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV @ Athens – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV v Maroa-Forsyth – 4:15PM


HS Baseball V @ Rochester – 4:15pm

2
NO SCHOOL – Good Friday

HS Baseball V v Lena-Winslow – 7:00pm
3
HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV v East Peoria – 10:00am


HS Softball V @ Griffin/Clinton DH – 10:00am

5
HS Track Co-Ed @ Auburn – 4:30pm


HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV v Girard – 4:15pm


HS Softball V @ Sangamon Valley – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV @ Rochester – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V v Mt Olive – 4:15pm

6
HS Baseball JV @ Auburn – 4;15pm


MS PTO Meeting – MS Library – 6:30pm

7
HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV @ Pleasant Plains – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV @ SHG – 4:15pm


HS 3rd Annual Mini College Fair at RHS – 6:30pm

8
HS Honor Roll Breakfast at KC Hall – 7:45am


MS Co-Ed Track @ Pawnee – 4:15pm


HS Track Co-Ed Sangamo Conf Meet @ Auburn–4:15pm


HS Girls’ Soccer V @ Decatur Christian – 4:15pm


HS Softball V @ Illini Central – 4:15pm

9
HS Softball V @ Tri-City – 4:15pm


ES Community Carnival at RHS
10
MS Track Co-Ed @ Rochester Inv – 9:00am


HS Girls’ Soccer F/S @ Girard Tour – 9:00am


HS Baseball V @ Tri-City – 10:00am

12
Miles of Smiles


HS Track Co-Ed @ Riverton – 4:15pm


HS Softball V v New Berlin – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V/JV v New Berlin – 4:15pm


   5-Inning JV Game Following


Board Meeting @ District Office – 6:00pm
13
HS Track F/S Girls @ Riverton – 4:15pm


HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV @ Taylorville – 5:00pm


HS Softball V v Williamsville – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V v Williamsville – 4:15pm

14
HS Softball V @ Pawnee – 4:30pm


HS Baseball V @ Pawnee – 4:30pm

15
HS Track Co-Ed Sangamo Conf Meet @ Athens–4:15pm


HS Softball V @ Pleasant Plains – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV v Pleasant Plains – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V @ Pleasant Plains – 4:15pm


ES Open House – 6:00-7:30pm

HS RHS Junk Band Concert

16
ES 4th Grade Field Trip to Lincoln’s Presidential

   Museum


HS Baseball V @ Lanphier – 4:15pm

17
MS Track Co-Ed Sangamon County Meet…TBA–9:00am


HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV v Peoria Woodruff – 10:00am

HS Softball JV @ Tri-City Tourn…TBA


HS Baseball V v Carrolton DH – 10:00am


HS Baseball JV @ Jacksonville DH – 11:00am

19
HS Track Co-Ed @ Clinton Inv – 4:30pm


HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV v Williamsville – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V @ Mt Pulaski – 4:15pm

20
MS Track Co-Ed @ Riverton – 4:15pm


HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV @ Gillespie – 4;15pm


HS Softball V v  Girard – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V v Girard – 4:15pm

21
EARLY DISMISSAL – SIP Day

ES PEP Meeting – 6:30pm


HS Parent Advisory Meeting 


   at RHS Library – 6:00pm
22
HS Track Co-Ed Sangamo Conf Meet @ Porta – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV v Lutheran – 4:15pm

23
HS Girls’ Soccer V/JV v Southeast – 4:30pm


HS Softball V @ Southeast – 4:15pm

23-
HS Musical, “Beauty and the Beast”

25

24
HS Track Co-Ed Rochester Inv – 9:00am


HS Softball V/JV v Lanphier – 10:00am

26
MS Track Co-Ed @ Pawnee – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV v Williamsville – 4:15pm

27
MS Track Co-Ed v Warrensburg-Latham – 4:15pm


HS Softball V v Porta – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV @ Rochester – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V v Porta – 4:15pm

28-
HS Prairie State Achievement Exams

29
   for all Juniors

28
HS Softball V/JV v Williamsville – 4:15pm


MS Track 6th Grade Co-Ed @ Rochester Inv – 4:30pm

29
ES/MS Progress Reports Issued

MS Track Co-Ed @ Williamsville – 4:15pm


HS Track Co-Ed Sangamo Conf Meet @ Riverton–4:15pm


HS Girls’ Soccer V @ Pleasant Plains Inv…TBA


HS Baseball V @ Auburn – 4:15pm


MS Triad Music Festival at Athens – 7:00pm

30
NO SCHOOL - Teacher’s Institute


HS Progress Reports Issued

HS Girls’ Soccer V @ Pleasant Plains Inv…TBA

MAY 2010

1
HS Girls’ Soccer V @ Pleasant Plains Inv…TBA


HS Baseball JV @ Southeast DH – 10:00am

3
HS Softball V @ Athens – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV v Pawnee DH – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V @ Athens – 4:15pm

4
HS Girls’ Soccer V v Rochester – 4:15pm


HS Softball V @ Virden – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V @ Virden – 4:15pm

5
MS ACE Awards Banquet


HS AP Exam – Calculus


HS Baseball JV v Taylorville – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V @ Illini Central – 4:15pm

6
HS Softball V @ Auburn – 4:15pm


MS Spring Open House – 6:00-7:30pm

7
HS Track Co-Ed V Sangamon County Meet


   @ Williamsville – 4:00pm

8
HS Baseball JV v Riverton Invite…TBA


HS Prom at Springfield  Hilton

10
HS Track Co-Ed @ Riverton – 4:15pm


HS Softball V v Springfield High School – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV v Chatham – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V @ Sangamon Valley – 4:15pm


Board Meeting @ District Office – 6:00pm
11
ES Kindergarten Preview Night

HS AP Exam - Chemistry



MS Track Co-Ed @ Riverton – 4:15pm

HS Softball V/JV @ Rochester – 4:15pm


HS Baseball JV @ New Berlin – 4;15pm


HS National Honor Society Ceremony at RHS – 6:00pm


HS Academic Awards Night at RHS – 7:00pm

12
HS Softball V/JV @ Maroa-Forsyth – 4:15pm

12-
HS PSAE Make-Up Exam

13

14
HS Softball V v Nokomis – 4:15pm


HS Baseball V v Nokomis – 4:15pm

15
HS Baseball V @ Meridian DH – 10:00am 

18
ES – 4th Grade Musical 


   at RHS Fine Arts Center – 6:30pm
20
ES PEP Meeting – 6:30pm
21
ES 1st Grade Field Trip to Decatur Zoo


ES 4th Grade Field Trip to New Salem

23
MS/HS Fine Arts Festival


   at RHS Fine Arts Center

25-
HS Final Exams for Seniors

26


26
ES Last Day of Pre-K


ES Kindergarten Graduation – 2:00pm


HS Last Day for Seniors
27
ES Fairground’s Day


MS 8th Grade Class Trip


HS Senior Trip

28
ES Fairground’s Day - Rain Date

HS Final Exams for Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors

HS Graduation Practice at RHS – 8:20am

HS Jazz Concert Choir – 7:00pm

30
HS Graduation at RHS – 2:00pm

31
NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day
JUNE 2010
1
HS Final Exams for Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors


MS 8th Grade Promotion at RMS – 7:00pm

2
NO SCHOOL – Teacher’s Institute

3
EARLY DISMISSAL

Last Day of 4th Quarter/Report Cards Issued

11
HS Report Cards Mailed

JULY 2010

12
Board Meeting @ District Office – 6:00pm
14
2010-2011 School Registration

26
NO SCHOOL – Teacher’s Institute

27
First Day of Student Attendance for 


   2010-2011 School Year
14
Board Meeting @ District Office – 6:00pm
2010-2011 STUDENT

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

In an effort to improve our method of registering students for school, Riverton Community Unit School District #14 ENCOURAGES you to register your student(s) by mail for the 2010-2011 school year.  Hopefully, this will benefit all involved in the registration process.

Registration forms will be sent home between mid-May and early June.  A full explanation of the process will be included in your registration packet.  We would ask that in taking advantage of this opportunity, you return your registration form, payment of all relative fees, and an UPDATED emergency information form by July 12, 2010.  Additionally … please be advised that NO CHECKS FOR YOUR 2010-2011 REGISTRATION WILL BE DEPOSITED UNTIL AFTER JULY 12, 2010. Those of you who are not able to register by mail will have an opportunity to do so on Wednesday, July 14, 2010, between the hours of 2:00pm and 7:00pm, at Riverton High School, 841 North 3rd Street, Riverton (629-6003).  Your cooperation in this effort is greatly appreciated.  Should you have any questions or concerns about registration, please feel free to contact the appropriate school during office hours.


Please be advised that a school fee list and a school supply list will be mailed with your registration packet.
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