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RMS – 7th Grade Reading
2011-12 Classroom Procedures

Schoolwide Expectations
1. Be Respectful
2. Be Responsible
3. Be Safe

Classroom Expectations
1. Come to class prepared (including supplies)
2. Be on time, in your seat, and quiet when the bell rings
3. Follow all directions the first time given
4. Follow all school expectations and handbook rules in this class
5. Be respectful to all students in cooperative group activities.  Be prepared to work hard and effectively with all students in the class. 

Classroom Consequences
1. Verbal warning
2. Minor referral:  student conference with teacher, reflection form, parent contact
3. Minor referral:  detention (lunch or after school), parent contact
4. Major referral:  student sent to office immediately

	**Consequences will vary depending on the student/situation.  These are the typical 	steps taken when expectations are not met.  Severe disruptions will result in an 	immediate major referral!

Daily Classroom Procedures
1. Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged before speaking and/or getting out of your seat. 
2. Restroom breaks will only be permitted in emergency situations.  Students must have permission from the teacher before leaving class for any reason!
3. Any extra time in class should be spent reading quietly and independently!

	**Other classroom procedures will be taught and explained to students as the need 	arises throughout the school year.

Materials Needed
1. Folder and spiral notebook (for use in this class only)
2. Loose-leaf paper
3. Pencils and pens
4. Highlighter
5. Colored pencils
6. Book or other reading material
	
	**Please make sure these supplies are replenished as needed throughout the school 	year!

Grading Scale
· Grades will be determined according to points earned in class.  Grades are calculated by adding the total number of points earned and then dividing by the total number of points possible and converting to a percent value.  For example, if a student earns 85 points out of 100 total possible, then the resulting grade would be an 85% B (85/100 = 0.85 or 85%).

· A few of the ways students will earn points for their grade include:  class participation, independent practice, classroom activities and assignments, homework assignments, quizzes/tests, etc.

· The grading scale for Riverton Middle School is below:
	A = 90-100%
	B = 80-89%
	C = 70-79%
	D = 60-69%
	F = 59% or below

Homework
· The reading assignments that students will be assigned to complete will vary throughout the school year.  Students will be given advance notice when large projects/activities will take place and need to be completed.
· Students are expected to use their time wisely during class to minimize the amount of homework that needs to be completed outside of class.  

Extra Credit
· Extra credit is typically not offered.  It may be provided on an individual, as needed basis according to the teacher’s discretion.  Students who request extra credit will need to meet with the teacher for an individual conference before it is provided.  Also, extra credit will not be provided to any student who has late and/or missing work.

Absences/Make-Up Work
· Students are allowed one day for every absence to complete make-up work for credit.  Late work will not be accepted.
· Upon returning from an absence, it is the students’ responsibility to get the assignments and handouts missed, which must be completed for credit.
· All unexcused absences will result in a 0% for each assignment. 


2011-12 Reading Syllabus

Course Objectives
· Students will improve and increase reading skills and strategies through the learning and application of different comprehension strategies and using a variety of narrative and non-narrative texts.  Students will participate in a variety of activities to enhance these skills.

Shared Reading
· Shared reading will be whole group reading, which will take place several times per week.  The text used during this time will be grade-level text, and will consist of nonfiction and fiction books, narrative and non-narrative text, and articles from a variety of genres.  A read-aloud will also take place during shared reading, and may allow students to further practice the comprehension strategies learned and taught.  
· The six comprehension strategies that will be the major focus of shared reading include the following:
1. Predicting 		
2. Summarizing 	
3. Connecting 	
4. Inferring 		
5. Questioning 	
6. Imaging 		

Guided Reading
· Guided reading will consist of small group lessons at students’ individual reading/comprehension levels.  Guided reading will typically take place 2 times per week, on opposite days of shared reading.  Guided reading lessons will primarily review the six comprehension strands; however, other skills may be reviewed and practiced as needed, such as fluency or other reading/comprehension skills.

Independent Practice
· Each student will have an opportunity to “show what s/he knows” through Independent Practice.  Students will work on independent activities if they are not meeting with the teacher for a guided reading lesson.  Independent practice will consist of activities relating to comprehension, fluency, writing, and word work/vocabulary. 

Other
· Students are expected to read at least four (4) novels independently each quarter.  In addition to reading the novels, students must demonstrate accurate comprehension of the books.  Students must also complete book projects for some of the specified books each quarter.  All students must meet the guidelines and due dates, which will be provided to them in advance. 


“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.” ~Dr. Seuss

