SECTION II - ACADEMICS

Grades are reported to students and parents at the end of each quarter.  The first, second and third quarter grade reports are given to the student.  It is the student’s responsibility to deliver the grades to his/her parents.  Fourth quarter grades will be mailed.

The following marking code is used in issuing grades:  
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Note:  A student must apply to the counselor in order to take a course pass/fail and must have the permission of their parent/guardian, teacher of the class, counselor and the administration.  In order to be considered for a pass/fail grade the following requirements must be met:

1)
Must be enrolled in six or more classes unless otherwise 

 
approved by building principal.

2)
Must be in the upper fifty percent of their class.

3) 
Must receive at least a sixty-eight percent in the class.

4) 
The following classes may be taken pass/fail:


Accounting
Drafting


Art I, II, or III
Energy Technology


Band
Foods I, II


Building Maintenance
Manufacturing


Business Law
Marketing


Child Development/Parenting
Orientation to Home Ec       


Choir
Production Technology
     


Communication Technology
Transportation Technology 


Construction


5)
Core courses, required courses, college preparatory courses and weighted courses are not options for a pass/fail grade.

Riverton High School operates under a weighted grade system.  The following is used in computing the GPA (Grade Point Average):
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The below listed courses are given weighted grades:


English I Honors
Art IV


English II Honors
Calculus 


English III Honors
Pre-Calculus


English IV Honors
Advanced Algebra II


Anatomy/Physiology
Advanced Geometry


Chemistry AP
Government Honors


Chemistry Honors
American History Honors


Physics
Psychology


Zoology
Spanish III & IV

HONOR ROLL

Students must earn at least a 4.0 grade-point average with no grade lower than C to be placed on the honor roll.  Grades of D or F in any course will eliminate a student from the honor roll.  The honor roll will be computed for each quarter and each semester.  Grades of D or F for the semester exams will not disqualify students from the honor roll.

STUDENT SCHEDULES, COURSE LOAD & CREDITS

1. Credits needed for graduation:

A.
All classes — 22 credits total

B.
The maximum night school credits and correspondence school credits that can be applied toward graduation will be 2 credits.  Exceptions will be determined on an individual basis.  Students can take LLCC courses for college or high school credit.  Students should contact the counselor before enrolling in classes at LLCC.

C.
Required courses are to be taken at RHS before they can be taken at summer school, night school, or correspondence school (transfer credit from other high schools not included).  Exceptions will be determined on an individual basis.

D.
Graduation ceremony policy — Only those students who have met all of the requirements of the high school may participate in the graduation ceremony with the exception of foreign exchange students.  Seniors who have one credit or less to complete after the end of their senior year will have their picture appear in the senior class composite picture.

2. Courses and credits needed for graduation:
Language Arts
3 credits, 4 credits (2009 graduates)
Speech
1/2 credit

Science 
2 credits

Mathematics
2 credits, 3 credits (2009 graduates)

Applied Mathematics………………………………………………….…. 1/4 credit

U.S. History
 1 credit

Government 
1/2 credit

World History
…1/2 credit

Social Science Elective……………………………………………………1/2 credit

Consumer Ed or Economics
1/2 credit

Health
1/2 credit

Foreign Language, Art, Band, Chorus, or Humanities
1 credit

Technology
1/2 credit

* Junior Seminar………………………………………………………… . 1/2 credit

* This course is required for those students who did not meet benchmark standards on the Plan test.


A.
Each student must take and pass P.E. each semester while attending RHS unless the student has a medical excuse from a doctor or receives a state waiver.  Medical excuses for P.E. must be submitted each year to the counselor.

B.
Each student must pass a test on the federal and Illinois constitution and flag code.

C.
All transfer students not meeting the above requirements will have transcripts evaluated on an individual basis.

3. Minimum and maximum academic course load:
A.
All students must take a minimum of six courses each semester (one of which will be P.E.).

B.
Students who wish to take additional course work beyond the minimum should consult with the counselor.

4. Assignment of credit
A.
All courses offered at Riverton High School will be worth 1/2 credit for successful completion of each semester.

B.
Exceptions

1.
CACC will be 1-1/2 credits per semester.

2.
Driver Ed BTW will be no credit.

           3.  Executive internship will be 3 credits per semester.

           4.  Driver Ed. will be 1/4 credit per quarter.

5. Mid-semester transfer student credits
Transfer credits will be changed to reflect District #14 policy.

6. Add/Drop Policy
Students may drop an elective course in the fall or spring with counselor and parental approval up to the 5th day of class.  In the spring a full year course may be dropped if the student failed the course for the first semester.  Counselor and parent approval is required.

7. Senior Privilege will be arranged through the counselor’s office.  Senior privilege contracts will be enforced throughout the student’s senior year.  Students failing to meet or exceed on all portions of the PSAE taken during their junior year will lose senior privilege for their senior year.  Students satisfactorily completing remedial work during the fall intersession may apply for senior privilege the first three quarters of the year.

8. Make-up work must be completed within one week of an absence.  Students are responsible for securing all missed assignments and making up tests.

The final examination schedule will be set up by the building principal.

EARLY GRADUATION POLICY

Students may graduate from Riverton High School at the end of six or seven semesters if they meet the following criteria:

1. The student must complete an application for early graduation.  In case of graduation at the end of the sixth semester, the application must be submitted prior to the end of the sophomore year.  Seventh semester graduates must make application by the end of the first semester of their junior year.  The applicant and parents must meet with the counselor and principal before signing the Early Graduation Contract.  Applicants must qualify and meet all of the requirements as listed on the Early Graduation Contract. The application must be approved by the principal and guidance counselor and signed by the parent.

2. The student must have earned the required number of credits for graduation.  All required subjects must be taken at RHS.  Required subjects may be repeated at summer school, night school, or correspondence school.  (NOTE:  Seventh semester graduates must take the required government course, and it is recommended that the course be taken as a sophomore).

Once a student has graduated at the end of seven semesters, he/she will no longer be considered a student and, therefore, cannot participate in school activities (sports, musicals, plays, etc.).  He/she may, however, attend the prom and graduation.  The student who graduates after the sixth semester will be considered a graduate of that year’s graduating class and will be involved in all of that class’s activities.

PROGRESS REPORTS

At the mid-term of each quarter, the teachers will give out “Student Progress Reports.”  The reports indicate the progress of the student to date.  They also inform the parent of improvement that has been made or warn of a below average or failing mark that a student is carrying.  Conferences are usually requested and the parent should contact the office to make an appointment with the appropriate teacher.  You can leave a voice mail message for the teacher also.  Progress reports are mailed to the students’ homes, or at the option of the parents, reports will be mailed to the address of choice, i.e. business or other stated address.

P.E. Policy
P.E. grades will be based on participation, skill improvement, fitness assessment and written tests.  The participation grade is based on a total of ten points per day.  Every Monday will be a running assessment day.  These days are based on a twenty point scale; ten points for daily participation, and ten points for completing the assessment and turning in a running log.  Make up for these days will be based on running.  Students must run in order to receive credit for the assessment and running log points.

Students are required to change into appropriate clothing and participate each day.  Students are not allowed to wear clothing to class that they wore to school that day.

The following are reasons for not dressing in P.E. and the results of each:

1. Medical excuses, BTW, field trips, and contests will lower the number of participation days (does not adversely impact the grade.)

2. A parent’s note is valid for up to three consecutive days if so stated in the note.  After three consecutive days, a doctor’s note is required.

3. An unexcused absence will result in the loss of all participation points for that day.  These absences cannot be made up.

4. In order to make up an excused absence, students may either run before or after school, or write a one-page paper on anything related to sport or physical fitness.

5. Not having clothes for the day, refusal to dress, or truancy will result in a non-dress for the day.  Students are not allowed to make up non-dress days.  The first non-dress will result in a lunch detention, and a second failure to dress will result in an after school detention.  A student who fails to dress three times in a semester will be dropped from the class and assigned to study hall.  A grade of “F” will be assigned.  The student will return to P.E. at the beginning of the next semester.  (Parents and students are reminded that a passing grade in P.E. is a graduation requirement.)

6. A suspension from school results in a loss of all participation points for the duration of the suspension.  These points cannot be made up.

7. If a student has not dressed more than half the days of a semester due to a medical excuse, a medical waiver will be granted.  Credit is not granted in the case of a medical waiver.  There is no credit granted for an athletic waiver unless the student returns to the class by the beginning of the succeeding quarter.  Credit is not received if a student is  granted an academic waiver.

P.E. and Extra-Curricular Conflicts
Students who do not participate in P.E. will not be allowed to participate in any extra-curricular  physical activity that day or evening without the permission of the principal (athletic director, if applicable) and sponsor or coach.  Students who have a note from a parent/guardian or doctor excusing them from P.E. should bring the note to the office in the morning before classes and get it copied.

SEX EDUCATION FREEDOM FORM

Parents who do not want their sons/daughters to participate in sex education should inform the administration in writing.

